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The one great rule 
of composition is to 
speak the truth. 


—THOREAU 
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Politicians 


AUSTIN 
Like a game of checkers, 
Texas politics proceeds a 


move at a time. Tuesday night 
at 7 p.m. Atty. Gen. Will Wil- 
son decides whether to run 
against popular Gov. Price 
Daniel or stay where he is 
and take on the “no ifs, ands, 
or buts” challenger for the 
attorney generalship, Speaker 
Waggoner Carr. Once Wilson 
makes his move a whole sec- 
tion of the political board will 
be unstoppered—about half a 
dozen politicians who have 
said they might run for at- 
torney general if Wilson does 
not. Sometime after Jan. 20, Mar- 
shall Formby, the former state 
highway chairman who announced 
his candidacy for governor a 
long time back, will decide, in 
light of Gov. Daniel’s declaration 
for a third term, whether he will 
enter an almost certain-death con- 
test or was only kidding. By Feb. 
1, the filing deadline, the liberal 
critics of Lt. Gov. Ben Ramsey 
must decide whether any of them 
have the dash to beard that most 
formidable lion in his Senate den 
or let him have his unprecedented 
sixth term by default. And all 
around the state, for judgeships, 
legislative seats, and strictly local 
offices, February is the month for 
other games of “Your Move.” 
The governor’s race, as of this 
week, seems insubstantial, if di- 
verting. Jack Cox, the ultra con- 
servative Freedom in Action lead- 
er, is the only announced Daniel 
foe, and not only is he practical- 
ly unknown in the state, he also 
has to convince Texas conserva- 
tives that Daniel’s middle-of-the- 
road course has not served them 
well. If a Dallas News poll in 
Will Wilson’s home town of Dallas 
was correct, this will take a lot 
of doing: Even in that political 
Boston of the state, Daniel led 
Wilson for governor, 54 percent 
to 18 percent, and had majorities 
of the voters among liberal and 





conservative Democrats and Re- 
publicans, all three. 


| 


ome Front and 


Daniel, declining proferred free|Governor listed his “twelve| during my three years as gov- 


time, paid out about $1,500 to 
tell Texas people on 38 radio sta- 
tions that he has never run from 
a fight and wants to serve a third 
term to finish his program. 


points” of unfinished business, 
now as well known among Texas 
voters as President Wilson’s four- 
| teen among historians. But the 
Governor also added a highly in-| 


ernor. They were defeated in 
many of their modern day carpet- 
bagger attempts to their 
fair share of the cost of govern- 
ment and to stop the 


escape 


wheels of 


Not so cheery about the fate of | teresting proviso which could in-| progress and good government in 
his proposals as during his 1958) clude revision of the Insurance| this state. They can be defeated 


campaign, when he could find 


in the legislature’s actions some 
progress on every one of his more 
recommendations, 


than 50 the 
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The Incumbent Governor 
Ready for the Stump Again 





TIPRO Journal Backs 
A General Sales Tax 


AUSTIN 

The independent oilmen—that 
is, the Texas Independent Produc- 
ers’ and Royalty Owners’ Assn.— 
have, through the voice of their 
“TIPRO Reporter,” endorsed 
general retail sales tax and sug- 
gested a two percent rate. 

Positing a need of $200 million 
by the end of the 1961 legislative 
session, an article in the maga- 
zine now circulating says that the 
oil and gas industry cannot be 
taxed any more heavily; a one- 
cent gasoline sales tax would raise 
only one-tenth of the need and 
would be earmarked for high- 
ways, “a program not currently 
standing in line for new revenue 
sources”; while some think bus- 
iness should bear the burden since 
Texas has no corporate income 
tax, the “abnormally heavy” cor- 
poration franchise tax places 
Texas “high among the states” in 
business taxation. A personal in- 


a) 





come tax is rejected as “unfeasi- 


ble,” and it is noted that no state 
has passed one since 1937. 

Since 1937, 12 more states have 
passed the general retail sales tax 
and “the facts appear to indicate” 
that this is “the inevitable solu- 
tion,’’ TIPRO says. TIPRO would 
exempt food consumed off the 
premises, autos, gasoline, cigar- 
ettes, alcoholic beverages, drugs, 
opthalmic devices, and funeral 
expenses. The article concludes 
that the retail sales tax is “the 
one major feasible source of ade- 
quate funds to solve Texas’s tax 
crisis.” 

A caption on an accompanying 
cartoon maintains that the general 
sales tax “enjoys increasing sup- 
port from ‘liberal’ forces” and 
notes “a new philosophy making 
it respeciable for liberals” in J. K. 
Galbraith’s The Affluent Society. 
Another caption blames conserva- 
tives for failing to support Rep. 
Frates Seeligson’s general sales | 
tax bill in the 1959 legislative ses- 
sion. 


Board's 
plan.” 

He also promised to join other | 
governors in defending before the | 
| Congress the oil and gas deple- | 
| tion allowance, reducing foreign | 
|oil imports, and elimination of | 
| federal regulation of independent| 
gas producers. 

He led off his points with high- | 
er teachers’ pay. This, however, 
| provided little immediate solace 
for the teachers and their lobby- | 
| ists, who have been arguing in- 
| sistently for a called session of 
| the legislature this winter. The 
Governor said the response from | 
| the legislature did not give him) 
| much basis for thinking such al 
| session would be successful. He 
did not say he would not call the, 
session, but it was obvious enough | 
that he would wait at least until | 
after the campaign, which could 
mean next fall, and then, of 
| course, there will be the ques- 
| tion, why not wait a few more 
months until the legislature meets | 
regularly in January, 1961? 

“I shall not abandon hope of 
accomplishing some of these pro-| 
grams before the next regular ses- 
sion, but,” Daniel said, turning 
quickly away from the question of 
a special session in the {all, mei 
knew one thing for sure: his | 
points could not be completed | 
“without the leadership and ex- 
perience of a governor who has | 
been on the firing line working | 
and fighting for the programs in| 
the past, and who is willing to) 
work and fight for them through | 
the 1960 election campaigns.” 

This, teachers could translate, 
meant that although he is not) 
calling the session they want now, 
he is still for them, and they need 
him. 

A lame duck governor, he said, 
(meaning himself if he did not 
seek a third term,) would have 
little influence at a special ses- 
sion during 1960 and would also 
be “just about as_ ineffective” 
| with the 1961 legislature. 
| “I have found myself faced with 
| the decision of asking for naehent 
tion to carry on the fight or turn- 
|ing my back on a fight for the 
people of Texas in the past, and 
I shall not do so now.” Thereupon 
he announced he will run again, 
a decision in which he said his 
family wholeheartedly joins him, 
as they also join in the hope that 
his public service will be “ful- 
filled” at the end of his third | 
term. 


Eyes on the Buck 

For hard-headed observers less 
interested in the dramatics of the 
situation, that is, those very “self- 
ish lobbyists” with their eyes on 
the buck ‘against which the Gover- | 
nor delivered his customary 
thrusts in his Monday night 
broadcast, he had little comfort. 

Gov. Daniel called _ interests 
against his program “carpet-bag- 
gers” (see Obs. June 13, '59). In 
his heavy punching, he called 
| them “selfish interests, pressure 
groups, and powerful lobbyists 
| which helped block some of these 
| programs and tried to block others 


“safe driving insurance | 




















| come tax. 


again ... if there are enough of 
| us who are willing to cham- 
pion the cause of the people 


against any special interests which 
might intervene.” 

He announced that I 
point a committee to ¢ ea 
tax plan for the 1961 
He said again that he 
a general sales tax or 
(Factoring 
uation Texas AFL-CIC 
dorsement of the per 
tax, he observed, “Tl 
powerful forces lobby 
side for a state incor 
on the other side for 
sales tax.’’) 

“I am certain,” he 
a long-range financirz 
can be initiated next 
out either of these expe 
burdensome taxes 
program designed t 
good climate for bu 
individual human be 
business climate for 
essential, but 
of those who speak 
business climate with 
ing to preserve a good 
for all citizens of the 

Lest there be any 
the state is probab] 
other two years 
formula for taxati 
business, half from 
selective sales taxe 
his eleventh and 
renewed his plans 
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What To Do Now? 


Wilson to Decide Tues 
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We will serve no 
group or party but 
will hew hard to the 
truth as we find it 
and the right as we 
see tt. 
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Center 


bill” and the franchise tax for- 
mula change to increase the tax 
yn out-of-state corporations op- 
erating in Texas. These two planks 
need then to be amplified by the 
fact that Daniel has endorsed, in 
press conference, a one-cent in- 
in the gasoline sales tax 
Many Austin observers will insist 
that these revenue ideas will not 
raise nearly enough money to run 
the government even through 
1961-’63, but this eventuality the 


crease 


Governor, by announcing again, 
has undertaken to overcome. His 
two tax points: 


“11. Enactment of an ‘abandoned 
property-missing heirs’ law which 
vill require banks, pipeline com- 
and all others to report 
now being held for miss- 
ing persons and to turn over to 
state any funds which have 
no owners and which now belong 


anies 


mo! 


ney 


b 


the 


to the state under the present 
escheat law. 

“12. Equitable tax laws in pro- 
portion to ability to pay; requir- 


ing out-of-state corporations to 
pay franchise taxes on the same 

as Texas companies; keep- 
ing our taxes in line with or be- 
low adjoining states; and oppos- 
ing such last resort measures as 
income tax and a general 


h- . 
DaslsS 


a state 


sales tax.’’ 

In between teachers’ pay and 
taxation, Gov. Daniel also ad- 
vocated better law enforcement 
(including “stiffer penalities 
against narcotics peddlers”); ad- 


(Continued on Page 2) 













Wilson’s Own 1955 Decision 


Scores Against 


1SO 


A decision Atty. Ge Vill Wil- 


| son wrote when on tl! exas Su- 


preme Court clearing 


lies of state anti-trust violati ns | 
| the State vs. Arkansas Fuel Oil 
Co. case (Obs. Sept. 18, 59). 


has been thrown back 


tentatively successful guments 
against an anti-trust suit he has 
filed against Standard exas, | 
Texaco, and El Paso N Gas 


Products Co. 
The state’s suit, filed < 
1958, charges that the 


tem- 


ber, firms 

entered into agreements and un- 

derstandings to maintain gasoline 
prices in the El Paso market at a 
fictitidus level. Dist. Judge D. E. 
Mulcahy here upheld the compan- | 
ies’ special exceptions effect | 
that the state had failed to make | 


a case, that the charges we 


general, 
| where of the alleged agreements 


|} son 
| state's charges were too general 
and vague. The defendants were 
| nine major oil companies plus the 
Arkansas Fuel; 
s| opinion for the Supreme Court 
knocked in the head the state’s 





His Oil Suit 


and that the when and 


were not specified. 
The companies, in 
ments, used Wilson's 


their argu- 
opinion in 


Wil- 


held, in substance, that the 


Oil Co. Wilson's 


only large-scale anti-trust effort 
against the oil companies since 
the 1930's. 


Wilson has 30 days to file an 


amended petition for the state in 
the El Paso case or appeal Mul- 
re too | cahy’s ruling. 











Oil Merger Planned; 
Teachers Still Short 


e Syracuse football players ac- 

cused Texas players of hos- 
tile acts and words toward Ne- 
groes on the Syracuse team dur- 
ing the Cotton Bowl altercation 
before half-time in Dallas. Coach 
Darrell Royal said some unkind 
things were said about U.T. back 
Rene Ramirez but could not 
what Syracuse was talking about 
Dallas News editor Bill 
Rives, on the other hand, said any 
incidents regarding Negro ath- 
letes are “regrettable,” but 
ing teams know about “the Texas 
laws and customs.’ One Negro 
said a U.T. player spat in his face 
Roy Wilkins, the NAACP leader, 
said the incident would hurt Lyn- 
don Johnson's chances for presi- 


see 


sports 


visit- 


dent. The spitting incident was 

denied 

e On the other hand, the U.T 
“Steer Here” restaurant-in- 

spection student committee an- 

nounced that restaurants around 

the campus will not be approved 


unless they serve all students, in- 


cluding Negroes 


@ The Pure Oil Co., Chicago, 

announced plans to acquire 
Woodley Petroleum Co., Houston, 
for stock valued at current levels 
at more than $40 million. J. R. 
Parten, president of Woodley, said 
the deal will give Woodley stock- 
holders a broader and sounder 
base for their investments. He 
said Woodley'’s 70 employees can 
“fit ideally into the Pure organi- 
zation if they so desire.” 


Austin city council received 
of a contest against 
which gave 


victory 


notice <¢ 
the election results 
urban renewal a 55-vote 


out of 7,000 votes cast 


e@ The Texas classroom short- 

age has abated somewhat; 
the teacher shortage is worse. So 
reported the federal Dept. of 
Health, Education, and Welfare 
Excess schoo] enrollment in Texas 
has been reduced from 148,620 
115,794 by the construction of 4,988 
classrooms during 1958-59 
slower abandonment of old 
classrooms Estimates based on 
excessive enrollment indicate a 
Texas teacher shortage of 5,716, 
not including the 4,299 teachers 
who are teaching under emer- 
gency or substandard credentials 


to 


new 
(and 


@ The U.S. Department of 
Commerce announced that on 
July 1, 1959, Texans numbered 
9,513,000 
e The State Federation of 
Teachers was formed in San 
Antonio on the basis of the exist- 
ence of three union locals. Miss 
Pattie Russell, Edgewood High 
School, San Antonio, was named 
president; Trent Cheyney, Bur- 
bank High School, San Antonio 
president; Charles Strange, 
sec retary - treasurer 


vice 
Houston 
Strange told the Observer that the 
federation’s program is social se- 
curity for teachers, teacher tenure 


“integration, faculty and_ stu- 
dents,” and a_ general achieve- 
ment standard for all Texas pub- 
lic schools 


e The State Board of Education 

unanimously rejected Rep 
Charles Whitfield’s request that 
it conduct an outside investiga- 
tion to determine if Strange was 
fired as a Houston teacher be- 
cause of his union activities. 
Whitfield, as Strange’s attorney, 
is investigating possible civil 
tights angles and the state “right- 
to-work” provision, “... no per- 
son shall be denied public employ- 
ment by reason of membership or 
nonmembership in a labor organ- 
ization,” but he fears that the 
substantial evidence rule will pre- 
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clude a state court hearing 
Strange said he had applied for 
a teaching job to Aldine and 


Spring Branch school districts in 


Houston but was told he is “too 
controversial”; he wants to stay 
in Houston and will try other 


school districts in Harris County. 


@ The Federal Trade Cmsn. ac- 

cused Duke Records, Inc., of 
Houston of “payola’—giving disk 
jockeys money or other valuable 
considerations in return for play- 
ing their records frequently. 
Other U.S. companies have been 
similarly charged.) In another de- 
velopment, KTRK-TV, Houston, 
fired Don Mahoney, who produced 


“Don Mahoney and His Kiddie 
Troupers” there for eleven years, 
stating that there were too many 
plugs for non-sponsors on his 
show. He said he never got a 


dime payola 


2 The president, vice president, 

and secretary of the Dallas 
Police Assn. were reamed out by 
the police chief and the city man- 
ager of Dallas for criticizing as 
dangerous the police department's 
plan to use more one-man patrol 
cars. “Any officer who makes 
public criticism (of the police de- 
partment) will be punished,” said 
City Mgr. Elgin Crull. 


y Southwestern Bell with one 

hand withdrew its applica- 
tion for rate increases in Houston 
and with the other served notice 
that it will soon file another such 
application. Public Service Direc- 


tor Clinton Owsley said, “The 


The Week in Texas 


got to realize that 
keep going up 














has 
just 
up.” 


company 
rates can't 


and going 


& In Haskell County, Cty. Judge 

Jim Alvis noted that Pritch- 
ard & Abbott, the Fort Worth ap- 
praisal firm, had been hired by 
the county to revaluate all the 
property in the county, including 
the oil companies’ property, but 
the has been cancelled 
Alvis said unless inequities can 
be corrected, oil companies may 
lower their renditions to the level 
of farm property, causing serious 
county revenue losses 


contract 


& The lawyer for the Brazoria 
County commissioners’ court 
has written the State Parks Board 


‘asking for clear establishment of 


the boundary between public and 


private land at Surfside Beach 
and creation of park facilties 
there 


@ The national meat cutters’, 
union has asked federal dis- 
trict court in Washington “to pre- 
vent strikebreakers from _ enter- 
ing the U.S. from Mexico,” the 
union announced. The union’s peti- 
tion charges that 150 to 250 aliens 
from Mexico commute daily to 
work at the strike-bound Peyton 
Packing Co. in El Paso, Texas 
(see Obs. Nov. 27, '59). 
+ The Cuero docket was cleared 
of cases in the veterans’ 
land scandals. Charges against 
C. O. Hagan, Henry Robinson, 
W. T. McLarty, and C. L. Carey} 
were dismissed; Cletus P. Ernster | 
was given a suspended sentence | 
Phil Fox, the Dallas political 
publicist for Allan Shivers and) 
Beauford Jester, died . .. An oil} 
well exploded near Mission, kill- | 
ing a workman, who was last 
seen “going up in the air.’” 


a1) 
aii 


oe. . 
L A water district three miles 


northwest of Baytown—No. | 
| 58—has been asked by the State 
Board of Water Engineers for an| 
accounting of its spending of | 
| $475,000 in bond money. 


Politicians Make Moves 


somebody in his statement, “Texas | 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ditional highway safety laws; res 
ulation of small loan companies; | 
improvement of the water pro-| 
gram, with the water board or- 
ganized like the State Highway | 
Commission; full-time _ salaries | 
and adequate financing of the 
State Board of Insurance, “and | 
correction of inequities which may 


| exist in the automobile insurance 


program”; juvenile parole super- 
visors; more money for the State 
Industrial Commission to attract 
new industries; medical aid pay- 
ments for old age pensioners as 
voted in a 1958 election; “a com- 
plete study looking toward the) 
reorganization of state govern-| 
ment and its fiscal system.” 


Cox, Carr Committed 

Wilson's state broadcast at 7 
p.m. Tuesday could take a turn 
either way and leave enough pun- 
dits falling with limbs to fill the 
Austin hospitals. 

It is true that five Dallas at- 
torneys, acting before Daniel's 
announcement, wired Wilson tell- 
ing him he should be governor 
and urging him to run for attor- 
ney general again to finish up his 
loan shark crusade. Whether this 
was a play abetted from the) 
Daniel side or a prelude to Wil- 
son's Tuesday theme, however, is 
known to the barristers alone. 

Jack Cox says he will announce 
his platform after February 1. 
Like Carr, he is in for the dura- 
tion. He predicts he will not be 
Daniel's only opponent, but if the 
liberals are expected to come for- 
ward with a white horse, they 
still had him firmly secured in 
some distant thicket as the week 
ended. 

Carr, who first said he would 
run either for governor or attor- 
ney general, evidently decided 
that Daniel was going to run| 
again and that the best way to 
encourage Wilson to run against 
him would be to announce against 
Wilson if he ran for re-election. 
This Carr did on a _ ten-phone 
long-distance hookup with the 
Capitol Press in Austin. 

He also released a statement 
through Rep. Tom James of Dallas, | 
the young’ conservative. This 
pointed out that he is a veteran 
of five terms in the House and 
ene of only three men elected 
House speaker twice. 

There seemed to be a dig into, 


cannot afford the luxury of pub- 
lic positions of leadership used | 
solely for the personal ambitions | 
of the incumbent,” but he said he | 
did not mean anybody in par- | 
ticular. | 

He is not running against any- 
one—the choice in direction, not 
personality, he said. “There has 
been too much indecision and hes- 
itation at Austin. It is time for 
decisiveness and action,” he said. | 
What action he did not say, leav- | 


ing this, presumably, for his cam- 


paign. 
Carr and Daniel crossed Jances 


violently at different intervals 
during the 1959 legislative ses- 
sions, each blaming the other 


when both lances broke. Carr said 
he considered running for gov- 
ernor but decided on attorney 
general because “I’m a lawyer and 
have a natural attraction for the 


office.” 


Ramsey For Term 6 
Compared to Daniel and Carr, 

Lt. Gov. Ben Ramsey seemed 

bored. He released a statement 


| from his home in San Augustine, 


deep in East Texas, thanking the 
people for his last five elections, 
saying he has tried to merit that 
confidence by working for “sound 
state government,” and promising 
to go on with this. 

He said state services must be 
adequate but the state must “at 
the same time avoid unnecessary 
and irresponsible spending and 
taxing.” 

He’ specified “the growing 
needs” of schools, state hospitals, 
older citizens, highway, public 
health, and public safety agencies, 
and the water conservation pro- 
gram, but he did not specify any 
taxes. 

He was promptly endorsed by 
the Houston Post and the Wichita 
Falls Times. The Post said he} 
has conducted the business of the 
Senate with “efficiency, expedi- 
tion, and fairness.” 

Bill Alcorn of Brownsville, an- 
nounced for re-election as land 
commissioner. His opposition will 
include Rep. Jerry Sadler, Per- 
cilla. Alcorn said he is very 
healthy, contrary to reports among 
his enemies, of whom he said, 
“Their strategy is obvious. They 
are deathly afraid of the Texas 
second-term tradition.” 

State Comptroller Robert S. Cal- 





AUSTIN 


“The Johnson news” picks 
up as Congress resumes and 
the presidential year begins 
in earnest. Senator Johnson’s 
performances on civil rights | 
and labor legislation will be 
carefully watched in Wash- 
ington. He also presides over 
an inquiry into space and de- 
fense matters this session and 
expects substantial publicity 
as a result. 

Johnson figured in offshoots of 
announcements and withdrawals | 
in presidential sweepstakes. When 
Nelson Rockefeller “withdrew” | 
from GOP contention, Johnson—| 
the same day—said there is no 
place in the Republican Party for 
“the able and progressive gov- 
ernor,” who should be considered | 
for “a high official position” if a| 
Democrat wins the presidency. | 
Rockefeller has “always put his! 
country first,’”’ Johnson said. Sub-| 
sequently Rockefeller hinted he| 
might accept a draft as the GOP 
nominee. 

Sen. John Kennedy announced 
for the Democratic nomination, 
and the state party chairman of | 
North Carolina said he would sup- 
port Johnson, not Kennedy; so 
also said Virginia's national com- 
mitteeman. 

Rockefeller’s reticence caused 





| dulged in interesting speculation 


some national speculation about 
Robert B. Anderson, Secretary of 
the Treasury, formerly a Demo- | 
crat, and a close friend of John- 
son and Sam Rayburn, for the 
GOP nomination. 

Pat Brown, governor of Cali- 
fornia, said, withdrawing himself, 
that “I wouldn’t even exclude Sen 
Lyndon B. Johnson of Texas: He 
has demonstrated great qualities 
of leadership.” Brown earlier said 
Johnson's oil and civil rights back- 
ground ruled him out. 

James Reston of the Times ~ 
that Harry Truman is being asked 
to back Johnson in a coalition of 


“the oldtimers” (Rayburn and 
Truman) against the newcomers | 
in the party. 


Drew Pearson, the columnist, | 
said Johnson's letter to business | 
friends last Aug. 22 (in which he 
told of his votes for bills labor | 
opposed, including Taft-Hartley; | 
against presidential vetoes of | 
these bills; and work with Repub- | 
licans on current labor legislation) | 
“may kill his chances to be presi- 
dent.” In speeches reported by | 
the Observer, Johnson has ac- | 
knowledged he wrote this letter. | 
The United Mine Workers’ jour- | 
nal has just published its con- 
tents. 

Liberal criticism continued. 


LBJ’s Candidacy Watched 


vert is seeking his sixth term in 
his office. Rep. V. L. (Bo) Ram- 
sey of Beckville has announced 
against him. Over the holidays 
Austin attorney Bob Looney sent 
out his announcement that he is 
“thinking of running” for the of- 
fice, featuring his “statement and 
prayer for peace” and a picture 
of him, his stunning wife, and his 
father. 

Railroad Cmsr. Ernest OO. 
Thompson, State Treasurer Jesse 
James, and. Agriculture Cmsr. 
John White have no opposition 
for re-election so far. 

On the Supreme Court, associate 
justice Bob Calvert of Hillsboro 
is running for chief justice to 
succeed J. E. Hickman, retiring. 
Associate justices Clyde Smith, 
Woodville, and Joe Greenhill, 
Austin, will have to run for new 
terms. 

Judge Lloyd Davidson of the 
Court of Criminal Appeals has 
been a subject of controversy be- 
cause of his rulings on appeals on 
the basis of “technicalities.” He 
has not announced his plans. Jim 
D. Bowmer, Temple lawyer and 
former Baylor law professor, has 
announced against him; this week 
Dist. Judge W. T. McDonald of 
Bryan announced, too, saying a 
court should worry not with “theo- 
retical probabilities’ but “with 
things actual and material.’ Mc- 
Donald's decision that women 
should be admitted to Texas A&M 
was overruled on appeals to high- 
er courts, but the issue is still 
legally alive 

In Austin, Herman Jones, law 
partner with Sen. Charles Her- 
ring and recently president of the 
University of Texas Ex-Students 
Assn., announced for the district 
judge’s seat being vacated by 
J. Harris Gardner. 

At the legislative 
interest turned to Galveston, 
where ex-Rep. A. R. (Babe) 
Schwartz, liberal and Stewart 
family scion Maco Stewart, Rep. 
Jerome Jones, Galveston, Rep. 
Sam Bass, Freeport, and others 
are fighting for ex-Sen. Jimmy 
Phillips’ seat. Sen. Hubert Hudson, 
Brownsville, announced for an- 
other term; Rep. Jim Bates, Edin- 
burg, is opposing him. Rep. Jack 
Richardson, Uvalde, is quitting 
the legislature. Sens. Charles Her- 
ring and Bruce Reagan of Corpus 
Christi announced for re-election. 


level, most 





New Republic condemned “the 
moderate me-tooism” of the Lyn- 
don Johnson type and jumped 
Johnson for advocating unity yet 
being absent when unity was 
called for at the Roosevelt dinner 
in New York in December. 


Before leaving Austin for Wash- 
ington, Sen. Yarborough told AP, 
“The Democrats have not been as- 
serting themselves as they should. 
We've been too timid in Congress 
That’s not a criticism of one man 
but of the party. We shouldn't 
have to play follow the leader and 
sit there in Congress to find out 
what does Der Fuehrer recom- 
mend.” Yarborough in Washing- 
ton made a statement against the 
high prices of medical drugs. 


Johnson forces in Texas now 
claim 191 clubs for his candidacy. 
A Bill Stinson, representing the 
Johnson movement, told the De- 
witt County club for Johnson that 
Stevenson is a two-time loser and 
Brown, and 
Humphrey are A 
western hat bearing initials “LBJ”’ 
was adopted as the campaign em- 
blem. In Los Angeles four men— 
publisher, real estate man, attor- 
ney, PR man—formed a Johnson 
club. 


Mennen Williams, 
too radical. 
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Teachers Told 
By Association: 
Get in Politics 


In the midst of a campaign 

for higher teachers’ pay, Tex- 
as State Teachers’ Assn. executive 
Charles Tennyson (in January’s 
“Texas Outlook”) came out with- 
out qualification for teachers in 
politics. “They have a right to 
vote in all elections, to present 
their views on all matters of pub- 
lic concern, both in their home 
communities and before the legis- 
lature,” Tennyson wrote. 

The honorary committee to 

abolish the poll tax as a re- 
quirement for voting (Obs. Dec. 
11, 59) has been expanded to in- 
clude Reps. Bill Kilgarlin, Charles 
Whitfield, Jr, Bob Eckhardt, 
Roger Daily, Clyde Miller, and 
Dean Johnston of Houston; Mrs. 
Ellana Ball and Billy Goldberg, 
state Democratic committee mem- 
bers from Harris County; Dr. Hec- 
tor Garcia of Corpus Christi, 
founder of the American GI 
Forum, and other leaders of the 
Forum. Dr. Garcia, stating that 
35,000 Mexican-Americans “live 
in slums,” argued in a statement 








Political Intelligence 





to the Observer that “Because of | 
the economic discrimination | 
against our people, the poll tax) 
hits us especially hard.” 
Texas Manufacturers’ Assn. | 
lobbyist Ed C. Burris is agi-| 
tated in the current “Texas In-| 
dustry” house organ of TMA be- | 
cause “with a few exceptions, there | 
is little evidence” of businessmen 
active in politics. He said that in 
1959, 68 members of the Texas} 
House of Representatives “voted | 
against a good business climate | 
60 percent and more of the time. | 
T.M.A.’s annual conference— | 
Jan. 14-15 in Dallas—will at- | 
tract, as speakers, Cong. Phillip | 
Landrum (D.-Ga.), Gov. Price! 
Daniel, Texas Education Cmsr. J. 
W. Edgar, Hwy. Engr. Dewitt | 
Greer, state welfare director John | 
Winters, and Texas Congressmen | 
Bruce Alger, Joe Kilgore, Jim | 
Wright, and Frank Ikard. 
Lt. Gov. Ben Ramsey is 
named as correspondent for 
a new bank in an application for | 
the bank's charter. If granted, the | 
bank will replace the First State | 
Bank of Tenaha, which closed | 
Dec. 3 after a shortage of $340,- | 
000 was discovered. 
od Former Speaker of the House | 
O. D. Reed was named to the | 
Texas Game and Fish Commis- 
sion and as lobbyist for Texas 
railroads in Washington in the 
same week. He told Austin Re- 
port that he will have time for 
the state job because he will be! 
in Austin a lot anyway. | 
Pod An article in the January 
American Mercury charges 
that Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity is the principal base of radi- | 
cal operations in Dallas. Author | 
Harold L. Varney (writing in te} 
magazine which has shown 
marked anti-Semitic tendencies | 
lately) says that SMU radicalism | 
is not easily identified as com- 
munism or socialism but is mealy- | 
mouthed radicalism which pro- | 
fesses anti-communism but tol- 
erates communism. 
Sen. Yarborough gave a 
nine-volumeé set of the works 
of Lincoln to the Austin library, 
as he had done before for the 
El Paso library . . . Joe Bailey} 
Humphreys in Dallas accuses GOP 
poll tax salesmen of failing to 
identify themselves as Repub- 
licans . . . San Antonio Light de- 
fends Charles Lieck, the district 
attorney, in his small loan indus- 
try interests, which the Light 
called “free enterprise.” 
Houston Chronicle, thinking 
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has defended, the new plan; rep- 


|cent of traffic accidents are the 


| said. | e . 
| demned assessing drivers higher 


| premiums for “past minor offen- 


| really doing 





over Rockefeller’s withdraw- 


INSURANCE RATING STORM GROWS 


AUSTIN 


Thursday four men — the 
three insurance board mem- 
bers and Cmsr. Bill Harrison 
—can expect to hear enough 
abuse to last them the year, 
whether the legislature meets 
or not; and they will have de- 
fenders. 


Already, preparatory to the 
board’s re-hearing on the “safe 
driving insurance plan” adminis- 
tratively instituted Jan. 1, four 
senators have attacked, and one 


resentatives have shuddered un- 
der public reaction; the leading 
farm and labor organizations, as 
well as an insurance organization 
which sees in the dispute a wedge 
for its program for company-by- 
company rate-making, have 
slammed into the fight against the 
plan; several daily newspapers 
have sided with the critics. In 
short, the plan has caused the 
loudest outcry since the legisla- 
tors dispersed upon the comple- 
tion of their taxing labors last | 
summer. 

In an interview with a Houston | 
Post reporter this week, Insur- | 
ance Board members further de- | 
fended their program. Said mem- 
ber Joe Gibbs: there are few “un- 
avoidable accidents,” and 85 per- 





result of traffic infractions. Chair- 
man Penn Jackson of the board 
said of the program, “Maybe this 
could be compared to vaccination. 





| If the plan makes people more} 


conscious of safety and prevents 
accidents, it would be like vac- 
cination, which will prevent your | 
getting smallpox.” 

The only Senate defender of the | 
plan so far in the public disputa- 
tions is William Fly, the Victoria 
arch-conservative. He said he had | 
no confidence in the chairman and | 
commissioner of the | 


insurance | 


| department, but their plan was | 


inequities can be | 
worked out “in a_ reasonable | 
length of time,” and the board | 
can go on controlling “the amount | 
of profit” the companies make, he! 


good. Any 


Sen. David Ratliff, Stamford, 
said charging all a family’s tick- 
ets against the insurance rate on 


‘the family car “makes the odds 
| too great against the policyhold- 


ers,” opposed including moving 
traffic violations, and said the | 
legislature did not ask for this | 
plan. 

The Department of Public! 
Safety becomes “a mere agent for 
the casualty insurance compan- 
ies,” Sen. Henry Gonzalez, San 
Antonio, said. “If that is so, the 
officer should get an agent’s com- 
mission.” He said the board waited 
until the legislature was gone be- 
fore acting. “What the board is 
is legislating,” he 
said. 





al from the GOP presidential pic- 
ture, said he had bowed grace- 
fully to the inevitable in “a laud- 
able announcement.” Dallas Times- 
Herald said non-committally that 
since the GOP is still conserva- 
tive Nixon is its logical candi- 
date, and that Nixon is now “on 
the spot.” 
Fd The Dallas News indicated 

its concern for closing up 
federal tax loopholes. It advocated 
that the exemption of the first $50 
dividends from the income tax be 
extended to “all dividends” be- 
cause taxing dividends is “double 
taxation.” 

The Houston Press, in a two- 

page editorial layout, pro- 
posed its ten-year platform for 
the 1960’s including a Padre Is- 
land seashore area, better high- 
ways, more spending on the state’s 
parks, state financial support for 
the University of Houston, “a fair 
trial of the merit-rating insurance 
program,” and no state sales or 
income tax and no state fair-trade 
law. 





| surance will drop 


| half of letting each company de- 


Gonzalez will ask Gov. Daniel 
to call a special session on the 
merit-rating plan. He said he has 
received more public reaction 
against the plan in a short time 
than on any other subject, includ- 
ing integration. 

Sen. Jarrard Secrest, Temple, 
was the Senate sponsor of the 
plan supported by the National 
Assn. of Independent Insurers to 
let each insurance company set its 
own rate. He favors letting each 
firm work out its own merit rat- 
ing system. He called the board’s 
plan “unfair and unworkable.” 

Vestal Lemmon, the general 
manager of the association back- 
ing Secrest's bill, called the board 
plan a “monstrosity” designed by 
“high cost” companies and “foist- 
ed” on the board. He said the plan 
is evidence of what happens “un- 
der a monopolistic rating law.” He | 
said the plan is evidence of what | 
happens “under a monopolistic | 
rating law.” He wants the flexi- | 
ble rating plan, as do his com-| 
panies. 

Jerry Holleman, president of | 
Texas AFL-CIO, said 





ternative one adopted “adjusted | 
to the safety of individual driv- | 
ers.” He said the plan should con- | 
sider how much a driver drives. | 
He believed that any honest er-| 
ror by a driver, in reporting de- 
tails as to what happened to other | 
parties in an accident (“Did they | 
forfeit bail or pay a fine?”), will 
be used by insurance companies 
as excuses for not paying just 
claims. He warned the courts will | 
be clogged; people who need in- | 
it. He sided | 


with Secrest and Lemmon on be-| 


° ° P | 
| vise its own merit plan for safe} rates under assigned 


drivers. | 

The dominant farmers’ organi- 
zation, the Texas Farm Bureau, | 
which is even more influential | 
with the rurally-dominated legis- | 
lature than labor, also sounded | 
out J. M. West, president of the | 
state bureau, in a letter to the) 
initial critic of the plan, Sen. 
Grady Hazlewood, Amarillo, con- 


ses for which they have already | 
paid.” 

Rep. Charles Whitfield, Hous- 
ton, said that he would defend 
the plan “to the end.” He blamed | 


| there are 


the plan! 
| should be abandoned and an al-| 


Chicago and New York insurance 
circles for the oppositior 


Wie 
ViSit- | 


ing in Austin, he told the Ob- 
server he is considering an ap- 
peals division in the insurance 
department for drivers who be- 
lieve they have been dealt with 
unjustly. 

In Dallas three House members 


were hostile to the plan. Rer 
Atwell asked that minor violations 
and the three-year retroacti 
ture (starting the program wit 
1957 violations) be dropped. Re; 
Bill Jones said Dallas drivers will 
be penalized because Dallas p 
lice faithfully report all their ac- 
cidents while some other towns 
do not. Rep. Bob Hughs 10t 
like penalizing the husband for 
tickets a wife gets, or e versa 
Rep. Ben Lewis said he has beer 
getting heavy mail 

protest. 


‘Poor Old Harry’ 


In three editorial 
Telegram of Fort Wortt 
indications 
“can not survive” in present 
form. “The public ha ebelled 
especially against using moving 
traffic violations, whic will re- 
sult in “double 
torists were not on 
what the pocketbook <« 
ces” of paying minor fines would 
be, the paper also sa arguing 
that penalties for movir 
tions should be abolis 
perhaps introduced 


jeopa ( 


ne 


| Again, the S-T argued, the sys- 


tem purports to base 
dividual driving record 
not do so and cannot be upheld 
as fair. The paper point 
Negroes, military mer j me 
older drivers have to |} higher 
because of the class ths 
but then are not eligible for the 
rate discount, 
driving records ma} rfect 
The paper noted th: 
nia plan, on which 
plan is based, uses a 
three-year period; giv jrivers 
two points before 
rate increases; and 
$25, as the damage above 
which accidents 
drivers. 

A personally dis; 
ial writer in the Abilene Reporter- 
News called’ the 
right silly.” He had ¢ 


even 





A Race 


% A prominent San Augustine, | 
Texas, white man, Hugh| 
Sparks, 37, was charged with mur- 
dering a 15-year-old Negro girl 
after midnight Jan. 1 by running 
her down with his automobile. 
Tests were made to find if she 
had been raped, but the results| 
were not disclosed. “The people} 
here are sorry it happened. It is 
very bad,’’ said Sheriff Elbert 
Nichols. 
% Five Port Arthur Negroes and 
two Hardin County white men 
were charged with “fire-hunting,” | 
hunting at night with a light. | 
They had headlights on their caps | 
when arrested. They said they | 
were hunting rabbits. The Kountze | 
News observed, “The oldtime| 
method of fire-hunting was to}! 
use a pan containing fire held | 
high so that it would reflect in 
the animal’s eyes.” 
* Studies of 1957 income tax | 
returns showed 13 Texans | 
banked $1 million that year. This | 
compared with Pennsylvania's 17, | 
California’s 16, Michigan's 14, III- | 
linois’s 13. 
A British reporter, for the | 
London Express, was told by | 
John Wayne at Brackettville, 
Texas, that Wayne is using 4,000 
Mexican extras but was discour- | 
aged from filming his “Alamo” in | 
Mexico by the Mexican President | 
because the Alamo story is not | 


| School Supt 


poke in a school zone, was tick- 
eted although he had not been 
violating the speed law, and now 
loses his discount on this account 
on a policy “already so high we 
can’t see over the top of it—some 
$160 per annum.” The program, 
said the driving editorial writer, 
is “a trap, a deadfall, a deadly 
blow.” ; 

The San Antonio News specu- 
lated that “poor old Harry” might 
swerve to avoid killing a cat 
(“There are more than 75,000 cats 
in town and at any given moment 
there are probably 1,000 crossing 
some street to see what's on the 
other side,”) and for crossing the 
center stripe he loses $60 over a 
three-year period. “If he’d just 
gone ahead and run over poor old 
Kitty,” the writer mused ... 


The Dallas News and the Star- 
Telegram both agreed that driv- 
ers should be merit-rated on their 
insurance premiums.’ The Star- 
Telegram thought the plan should 
be personally fair, however. The 
News said moving traffic viola- 
tions have “no bearing” on the 
business of the insurance depart- 
ment, their inclusion in rate-mak- 
ing amounts to “double jeopardy,” 
and the plan, by being retroactive, 
‘mulcts in the cost hurrying folk 
who would rather pay the small 
fine than take time to fight a 
minor case in court.” 


Judges Concerned 


One burgeoning concern of 
judges and police officers: the 
substantial likelihood that more 
drivers will contest their guilt of 
driving infractions. In San An- 
tonio’s corporation court, the first 
hour of the New Year 27 people 
fought traffic convictions (19 were 
fined, two were cleared, six cases 
were reset). Bexar Cty. Court-at- 
Law Judge Charles Grace said the 
county may need a fourth court; 
two other judges joined Grace in 
predicting a record number of 
traffic court contests. In E! Paso 
the head of the police traffic de- 
partment said “there is a large 
increase” in court fights on traf- 


fic cases. In Dallas, Cty. Judge 
Shelby Cox predicted, “We'll have 
appeals running out our ears,” 


and D. A. Henry Wade, warning 
that appeals from city courts “will 
increase 500 percent,” said they 
may need a new appeals court. 





Case in East Texas 


popular there. Way! Said 
that he had needed 0 | 
for the movie, but 
Western TV shows : ild 
not rent any 
“had to comb sever to find 
ours.” 


* The Dallas 
would like to 

education 

dents, probably 

guages, Americar 

adult courses in homer g and 

home budgeting, 

W. T A Said 


in H and 


of pub 


| The Way of Life 
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Meanwhile, the J il on 
Educational Television ported 
that denial of a pend 
tional TV channel ay at 
Corpus Christi w e tant 
mount to a ruling that tt 


tional channel there will be used 
for a commercial Of 45 
| educational TV _ statio: n the 
air, reported J.C.E.T n] ne— 
KUHT in Houston Texas; 
but two of the eight is un- 
der construction in the U.S. are 
in Texas (Dallas and Richardson), 
and acvanced planning is proceed- 
ing for another one in San An- 
tonio. 


% The Junior Chamber of Com- 

merce of Texas named its 
five “outstanding young Texans” 
for last year—district attorney 
Sam Burris, Alice; county farm 
agent Angus Dickson, Comanche 
county judge Noah Kennedy, Jr. 
Corpus Christi; mortuary presi- 
dent Porter Loring, Jr., San An- 
business executive Thos. S 
Texas City. 


tannin: 
tonio, 


Mackey, 


* Dr. Americo Paredes of the 
University of Texas English 
department, discussing functions 
of folklore not filled by history 
said the Texas-Mexican 
of the Americanization of the area 
from the Nueces to the Rio 
Grande does not exist in docu- 
ments prepared by Rangers and 
other officials “prejudiced against 
the people they were trying to 
pacify’’ but “can be found in cor- 
ridos and in prose narratives 
passed from father to son.” 


version 


* Before capacity crowds, the 

Frank Lloyd Wright-designed 
Dallas Theater Center opened 
with Paul Baker's dramatization 
of the Thomas Wolfe novel, Of 
Time and the River. Playwright 
Ramsey Yelvington hoped _ the 
opening would signify an authen- 
tic new era in American theater 
“divested of fawning reliance on 
New York critical approbation.” 











Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art—]EFFERSON 





T h ree More Weeks 


Legislative candidates who will 
not firmly pledge against the gen- 
eral sales tax in any form (includ- 
ing the “deductible” variation of 
millionaire Rep. Frates Seeligson’s) 
should be filed against by Feb. 1. 
Each citizen who wants a better and 
more liberal state ought to Get Can- 
didates against the sales taxers. The 
filing deadline is Feb. 1. 

Speaker Carr’s announcement for 
attorney general was humorless, but 
one can understand his reluctance 
to tell the joke. Suppose he were 
elected: can you imagine the man 
who most bitterly fought the sever- 


Ahk, 


Rockefeller’s withdrawal from the 
contest with Nixon was shrewd on 
all counts. He (1) put GOP brass 
on the spot; (2) told rank and file 
Republicans they will have to fight 
the brass to get him nominated; (3) 
left Nixon in the aisles alone to 
dodge every stray Democratic spit- 
bali; (4) took out insurance against 
a damaging defeat. Of course he 
was still available—any fool could 
figure that out. 


We must, however, except from 
these remarks our own astute Sena- 
tor Johnson, who, hours after Rock- 
efeller’s mock announcement, called 
him “the able and progressive gov- 


Al Wis fake 


TIPRO has made a mistake in 
principle and in self-interest by en- 
dorsing the general sales tax. The 
Texas oil independents have been 
gutted and scaled by the major oil 
companies. Until the independents 
call on Texans to join them in an 
assault on the majors, they cannot 
expect to be regarded as politically 
separate from the majors. If they 
want the respect of Texas voters 
they must side, not with big busi- 
ness programs like the general sales 
tax, but with programs like Dan- 
iel’s bank and franchise bills and 
the Eckhardt bill to tax the major 
oil companies. If they come to 
understand their potential strength 
as Texas small businessmen fight- 
ing the Eastern-international oil 
monopolies, they will reconsider 
their tax position. 


Scoring 


A basketball team from St. Ed- 
ward's high school, the Catholic 
school in Austin, refused to play 
Taylor high school when the Taylor 
coach said Taylor public school stu- 
dents do not compete against Ne- 
groes (one of whom was a member 
of the St. Ed’s team). “The point 
that was made was one that affirm- 
ed human dignity,” said the St. Ed's 
newspaper. This is the kind of point 
more of us should make more often. 





ance-beneficiary gas tax in the leg- 
islature, defending it for the people 
as attorney general? The taxpayers 
can assume that the gas pipelines 
have thought of this, too. 

Ben Ramsey, the lieutenant gov- 
ernor, has announced for his sixth 
term. Evidently he thinks he has a 
lifetime job. He’s only 56; if he lives 
to the average age of about 70, he 
can serve twelve terms. Is there no- 
body to take him on? How about 
Walter Hall? Chris Dixie? Franklin 
Jones? Sarah Hughes? 

Of course, for the liberals, it’s a 
little wry, the governor’s race. 


So 


ernor,” offered him a “high official 
position” in the Democratic admin- 
istration, and said he “always puts 
his country first.” 

Ah, so; a few days later Rocke- 
feller said in effect he would be 
available for a draft for the nomina- 
tion. Johnson picked up some votes 
from “middle America,” and how; 
but for whom? If Rockefeller is 
nominated the voters will never 
hear the end of the extravagant 
praise for the Republican nominee 
by the Democratic Party’s Majority 
Leader. Cagey, Lyndon; shrewd; 
cool; moderate. 


Os tscript 


There is a Latin-American fam- 
ily in Austin: the father works for 
below-average income, the mother 
works in a laundry to make a little 
more of the money they need for 
their eight children. A laundry pays 
her 45 cents an hour, starts her at 
7:30 a.m., sends her home three 
hours later if there is no more work 
to do, and if she does not show up 
any morning she is scheduled to 
work, penalizes her $5. 


A minimum wage bill received 33 
votes in the Texas House of Rep- 
resentatives in 1959. 


equity 


The city of Houston, with one 
out of every nine Texans, has no 
state-supported college; yet there 
are 18 of them. This works a hard- 
ship on many college students who 
cannot afford to leave their families 
to go to college but could go in their 
home city; it causes inconvenience 
to other students; it deprives Hous- 
ton of a fair share of its own tax 
money for higher education. The 
University of Houston, already 
built, has been offered to the state 
in return for maintenance. Whether 
the University of Houston should 
share in the University of Texas 
System’s permanent fund is a sep- 
arate question, but that Houston is 
entitled to a state-financed univer- 
sity is a proposition beyond reason- 
able contradiction. 
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The Next Ten 


AUSTIN 

The days when the state treated 
mental patients as idiots in the family 
attic, the days when votes werr traded 
for blondes and “solid money,” these 
have passed in Austin. The govern- 
ment has become more just and hon- 
orable. Duller, it is also better. Busi- 
nessmen accept the need for new 
taxes. Politicians are agreed that bribe- 
taking is somewhat’ unfortunate. 
When a need is shown to exist, the 
members of the legislative committee 
responsible for the needed reform, 
who used to get a free trip to Mexico, 
side excursions to Boys’ Town, now 
get a report from the Texas Legisla- 
tive Council. Problem by problem— 
teachers’ salaries, overcrowded state 
hospitals, the voracious loan sharks, 
public use of beaches, enough parole 
officers, pre-school English classes 
for Latins—the society is being im- 
proved. Governor Shivers financed 
his progress with money filched from 
consumers by sales taxes; Governor 
Daniel takes half the money from the 
same source; but both of them have 
been spenders, and Daniel is a slow- 
moving but conscientious reformer. 
The steady pressure for the changes 
has come from the liberals in the leg- 
islature, always in the minority, but 
usually in the right. 

What of the 1960’s in Texas? What 
changes can reasonably be expected ? 

We are industrializing. Now elev- 
enth among the states in manufactur- 
ing, we have a strengthening petro- 
chemicals industry, and as the popula- 
tion becomes more and more urban, 
and the available labor supply in- 
creases in proportion to the market 
for goods, more industry will be at- 
tracted. 

The national business merger move- 
ment—the swallowing up of Humble 
by Standard of New Jersey, of Wood- 
ley Petroleum by Pure Oil, for exam- 
ple—will have to be dealt with by 
Congress, but on the state level it 
means that the acceptance of labor 
unions by national business will also 
strengthen unionism in Texas. 


The process of industrialization, an- 
other phrase for the collecting of 
workers and machines together in 
larger and larger enterprises, also 
leads naturally to more unions. Since 
there is ne reason to expect the lib- 
erals in Texas to go away, either, the 


Democrats of Texas Clubs will proba- 
bly become, in Texas, what the Cali- 
fornia Democratic Council has become 
in that state: a militant force steadily 
conditioning state political life. 

Texas is becoming more and more 
like California. Both states have 
large populations, abundant natural 
resources, long shores on open sea- 
water, and plenty of thinking people. 
Perhaps by the end of the 1960's 
Texas will have become as just a so- 
ciety as California is now. 

The permissive reform, without 
which the state’s progress will be 
stunted, is water development. Dan- 
iel’s idea of a water board like, the 
highway commission is all right, but 
billions of dollars must be appropri- 
ated for water projects, as Gov. 
Brown is successfully insisting Cali- 
fornia do. Water cinnot be dammed 
and used without huge expenditures ; 
but the society is thereby indefinitely 
expanded and enriched. 

The tax issue is never settled, but 
perhaps the pattern of the Texas solu- 
tion will take form this decade. Gen- 
erally, business wants a general sales 
tax; liberals and labor want a per- 
sonal income tax. Business will settle, 
in the heat of battle, for selective sales 
taxes; liberals, for selective business 
taxes or a corporate profits tax or 
more natural resources taxes. By the 
end of the decade at least one major 
new tax pattern will be necessary. 

The most profound changes will oc- 
cur, not in Austin, not in industry, not 
in labor, but in East Texas. There, as 
in the rest of the South, a corrupt 
social system is beginning to fall 
apart. Nothing will more challenge or 
more strain the moral resources of the 
people. 

The San Augustine case—a 15-year- 
old Negro girl allegedly run down by 
a prominent white man, with a sex 
angle—and the Court of Criminal Ap- 
peals confirmation that no Negro has 
served on a Harrison County grand 
jury in at least 20 years merely sug- 
gest the exploitation of human beings. 
we, the proud Texans, daily abide. 

In the 1960’s the state conscience 
will turn toward East Texas as a de- 
cent man finally must turn toward a 
child he has fathered and abandoned. 
The progress in Austin had to come 
first; now we do begin to purge our 
very souls, 
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THE PEOPLE’S INDISPENSABLE GULLIBILITY 


Houston 
Christians have burnt each other, quite 
persuaded 
That all the Apostles would have done 
as they did. 
—Byron, Don Juan 


FRIEND OF HUMANITY: 


I give thee sixpence! I will see thee 
damned first,— 

Wretch! whom no sense of wrongs 
can rouse to vengeance !— 
Sordid, unfeeling, reprobate, de- 

graded, 
Spiritless outcast! 
(Kicks the Knife-grinder, overturns 
his wheel, and exit in a transport of 
republican enthusiasm and universal 
philanthropy.) 

—Canning, the Friend of 
Humanity and the Knife- 
grinder. 

Oh, beautiful, beautiful Texas, 
Where beautiful bluebonnets grow; 
We're proud of our forefathers 
Who fought at the Alamo! 

W. Lee O’Daniel, Song. 


So far as is yet known, none of 
W. Lee O’Daniel’s forefathers ever 
got within six hundred miles of the 
Alamo. 

But that circumstance did not keep 
O’Daniel from writing his silly song. 
Nor did it keep an equally silly elec- 
torate from choosing him as governor 
of Texas. 

Let us regard O’Daniel. Let us also 
study the people who elected him. Let 
us then consider why the Liberals 
find it so hard to cope with them. 

The glib, loquacious, and deluded 


O’Daniel may be taken as the per- 
fected new-style Texan. This flour 
salesman from Kansas—this boy who 
never grew too old to comb his moth- 
er’s hair—saw himself as the inheri- 
tor and avatar of all those salty and 
reckless frontiersmen who fought off 
Santa Anna, subdued the Comanches, 
and drove the trail herds up to Abi- 
lene: Of Jim Bowie, Jack Hays, Ben 
McCulloch, Charlie Siringo, John 
Wesley Hardin, Sam Bass, and Sebe 
Barnes. 

His partners in the delusion are 
everywhere nowadays. They have 
flocked here from Kansas (equally 
famed as the home soil of John Brown 
and of W. Lee himself), from Cali- 
fornia (which gave us Rock Hudson 
and Rudolph Valentino), and from 
Connecticut (renowned since Colonial 
times for its output of wooden nut- 
megs). These intruders now far out- 
number the autochthones. 

Big Texas department stores — 
chiefly owned by remote Semites in 
New York—have often flown the Six 
Flags of Texas, beginning from left 
with the arms of Castille and Aragon, 
two stately towers quartered against 
two lions. But what we really need 
is a seventh emblem. I hereby propose 
two gold bricks, quartered against two 
seats of walnut shells and the accom- 
panying peas. 

What nowadays passes for a Texan 
is only a sort of parody of the modern 
American. Once every year he gets 
out of town and goes on a deer hunt, 
the deer having long and systemati- 
cally been baited with shelled corn to 
stand still within range of a telescope- 


sighted .270. And on such an expedi 
tion the streamlined new-style Texan 
wears aluminum leggings to keep the 
snakes from biting him. 

As much was made in Texas as in 
the other states of the late disclosures 
that the TV quiz shows were rigged 
That Charles Van Doren and little 
Elaine Whatshername were coached 
on the answers before the show began 

This coaching was interpreted as a 
fraud on the citizens. But the citizens 
long since had defrauded themselves 
Damned fools by the dozens of mil 
lions sat glued to their seats, actually 
believing that it takes some kind of 
scholarship to remember the name of 
Kublai Khan’s grandfather or the 
name of the river where Dubois foun 
Pithecanthropus, Little Elaine rolled 
her lustrous eyes toward heaven as if 
beseeching God himself to tell her 
what any chump can learn by looking 
in an encyclopaedia; and millions of 
viewers sweated in sympathy. 

Let us leave it to Walter Webb and 
Arnold Toynbee to decide whether the 
strong and quarrelsome Russians ot: 
the already half-starved hordes 
Africa and Asia—now in a breeding 


About the Author 


Our guest columnist this week, the 
writer H. Mewhinney, is a member « 
the Houston Post staff, on which he 
has been columnist, writer of profile 
reporter, and desk man. He wrote fo: 
the Texas Spectator. His Manual for 
Neanderthals, a book about flint-mal 
ing, was published by the Universit 
of Texas Press. 





MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE 


(William V. Shannon and Observer 
contributor Robert G. Spivack are 
New York Post staff members who 
are assigned to Washington. Shannon 
has considered Senator Johnson in a 
column entitled, “Meanwhile, Back at 
the Ranch,” which we print now.— 


Ed.) 
WASHINGTON 
While all the other Democratic 
Presidential candidates were in New 
York, Sen. Lyndon Johnson (Tex.) 


was filling “important” and “long- 
standing” engagements in Hutchinson, 
Kan., and Marshalltown, Iowa. It is 
sadly characteristic of Johnson that 
for all his national interests and ambi- 
tions, he remains a provincial figure. 
Johnson did nut appear at the din- 
ner for Mrs. Roosevelt along with the 
other leading senators because his ego- 
tism would not permit him to be seen 
as just one of several and on the same 
competitive level. In Washington he is 


‘Careful, Men, He’s Got Us Outnumbered’ 


St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


| 








omnipotence personified; he direct 
the destinies of the Senate from 
huge private office furnished in Hol 
lywood baroque. He should exchangs 
such dreams of glory for six minute 
of time allotted by Harry Truman? 

Johnson shunned the dinner becaus¢ 
public speaking is not his forte. He 
an uninspired and mechanical speaker 
The contrast with Adlai Stevenson 
and with his senatorial colleagues, a 
of whom speak better than he dos 
would have been painfully evident 

The same need to avoid any con 
spicuous failure dictates Johnson 
circuitous approach to the presidenc) 
He cannot announce his candidacy be 
cause once he did the press would be 
gin asking him why he did not enter 
any state primaries. He could not give 
the truthful answer, which is that he 
would be defeated in any Northern o1 
Western primary he entered. He 
avoids having to answer by denying 
his candidacy and thereby preventing 
the question from arising. 

The best he can hope for is to be 
considered “available” at the conver 
tion. 

Where Johnson is concerned, th 
issue of discrimination is fraudulent 
Northern and Western liberals oppos« 
Johnson’s candidacy not because he 
a Southerner but because he is not 
liberal enough. The proof is that man 
Northerners admire Sen, Yarborough 
(Tex.), his liberal colleague. 


IT IS TRUE that Sout! 
erners are a minority, just as Cath: 
lics and Jews are minorities, But ther: 
is only one way in a democracy for a 
minority politician to overcome t! 
innate handicap. He must go out and 
show himself to other groups, talk 
about their problems, and demonstrate 
that he has transcended the limitation 
that minority status often imposes 

If Johnson wants to overcome the 
handicaps of being a Southerner, he 
has to go out and try to “convert the 
heathen” in the North and West. Ii 
he does not want to do the necessary 
political missionary work of persuad 
ing the majority it can safely entrust 
its interests to a man from a minority 
he should quit the race and stop com 
plaining about discrimination. 


THERE ARE TIMES 
when.it is hard to take Johnson seri 


torm that would daunt the lemmings 

constitute the greater danger to 
the world. Let us merely consider our 
gullible brother, the same fellow who 
thought the TV shows were on the 
level, the same fellow who voted for 
W. Lee O’Daniel. 

His gullibility is indispensable to 
an civilization. 

If he had sense enough not to buy 
he trash that is now fobbed off on 
him, the whole economy would col- 


Ameri< 


For it was the great discovery of 


Roosevelt—seldom stated explicitly— 
at the American system now makes 


goods in such fantastic amounts that 
t y way to keep it going is to give 
eople jobs, pay them fairly well, and 
persuade them to spend their money. 
For the first time since the world be- 
in, man as a customer has become 
re important than man as a pro- 
Roosevelt did not pursue any ab- 
tract justice. He merely got new 
aws to match the new techniques. 
[It is not on record that Roosevelt 
er read the works of V. Gordon 
Childe, Clark Wissler, or Ruth Bene- 
But he had the same ideas as a 
of the cultural anthropologists: 
Human nature is infinitely variable 
» is mankind’s concept of jus- 
e. b) The laws and ethics of a peo- 
depend, more than on anything 
simply on how the people make 
living. c) When the economy 
changes, so will the ethics. 
Shall we ask that all Liberals go 
id Childe and Wissler? 
H. MEHINNEY 


eise 





RANCH 


y. On Nov. 29, he spoke in Phila- 
lelphia and criticized the Eisenhower 
\dministration for “cutting the peo- 

s dreams out of the budget.” That 

me day, his office in Washington 
eleased the transcript of a radio in- 
terview broadcast on the Texas state 
‘twork. In this interview, Johnson 
11d 

“Americans generally have the feel- 
ng that huge government budgets— 

i our present budget is the largest 

yur peacetime history—have a di- 

t bearing upon these rising living 

©. “Is Congress going to do any- 
about these unbalanced bud- 


A. “Congress has already done 
omething. We have cut a total of 
12,000,000,000 out of the requests 
that President Eisenhower has made 
for spending money since he started 
to submit budgets.” 

Has not Johnson heard about the 
miracle of modern communication ? It 
s no longer possible to take one side 

an issue in Philadelphia and the 
other side in Texas and hope to escape 
undetected. Johnson is still playing 
‘ony Express politics. 

Nor is this the first time. Several 
weeks earlier, Johnson transcribed an 
interview for Massachusetts stations 

Sen. Saltonstall (R.-Mass.). 
When the transcript was released in 
Texas, Johnson’s pro-civil rights re- 
marks had been deleted. 


s 


GA 
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AL SMITH used to boast 
that in his governorship campaigns, he 
“never left the main line of the New 
York Central.” In other words, he 
just ignored the farmers. 

After he was defeated for the Pres- 
idency, Smith noted his poor showing 

the farm states but explained it 
away with the uncomprehending re- 
mark that he had never done well with 
farmers. 

It is the fate of provincial men to 
fail of the highest honor because they 
do not communicate effectively in our 
big, complex, and diverse society. 
Lyndon Johnson has not profited 
from Al Smith’s experience. He has 
yet to learn that Texas is not America. 

WitiiaM V. SHANNON 
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HOUSTON | 
Tommy Sutherland and} 
Charlie Ramsdell disagree | 


with me on my definition of a| 
liberal (a kind-hearted person | 
who is enlightened), and also | 
on my belief that being a de- 
scendant of pioneering Tex- 
ans does not necessarily cause 


one to be a liberal. 
In presenting their views they 


display a considerable amount of 
confusion. I think the confusion 
results from failure on their part 
to realize that all liberals are di-| 
vided into two classes — those 
with wings and those with horns. | 

And I'm not talking about the 
velvety horns worn by certain 
Italian nobleman of an earlier day 
as a result of the private enter- 
prise of certain princes and kings. 

I'm talking about hooking} 
horns } 


|He fled from town to town, 
because he couldn't ad-| the dressing room of a pullman 
in which he| Car, 
lived. He was in the same position | safety razors regarding me as a 








Hart Stilwell 


I tried the wings. They never | 
seemed to fit my shoulders or my 
personality. I tried the horns. Ah, 
they work lovely. With them I am 
able to indulge my healthy ag- 





gressions 
And obviously Ramsdell doesn't 
understand the difference  be- 
tween healthy aggressions and 


those not so healthy. If I hang it 
into Lyndon Johnson that’s re- 
lease of a healthy aggression. If 
Lyndon gets some poor TV or ra- 
dio man fired that’s release of an 
unhealthy aggression 

Charlie complains that my def- 
init tion of a liberal is vague and 
wishy washy. He says it would 
include a scoutmaster and a mis- 
sionary—possibly the great apes. 

Who ever heard of an enilight- 


ened scoutmaster? And who ever 
heard of a missionary that was 
socially adjusted? Why does the 
missionary flee his culture and 
seek a situation in which he can 
appear holier than thou if he isn’t 
illed with sickly aggressions? 
As for bringing in the great 
apes, fine! That might raise the 
intellectual level of the liberal as- 
emblage 

Charlie cites a Dallas banker} 
whose grasping hand has accumu- 
lated vast wealth which he uses 
to control the masses and indulge 
nm conspicuous display as a per- 
fect example of a socially adjusted 
person 

I wonder if Charlie has ever 


and Jung. The 


$ manic drive that forces 


veard of Veble 
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Stilwell’s 
Rejoinder 


| hidebound 





men to accumulate a vast fortune 
|}and use it to control others and 
indulge in conspicuous display is 
a perfect illustration of insecurity 
|—lack of healthy social adjust- 
ment. Any psychiatrist can tell 
Charlie that. The Dallas banker 
is afraid—he needs that wealth 
and power to give him courage, 
false courage 


HEN TOMMY says my theory 
that pioneering Texans do not 


| necessarily produce liberal off- 
spring is shot to hell because my 
father was an “ornery, moss- 
| horned, tough-hided, rampaging, 


corral-busting old outlaw.” 
My father was afraid. He killed 
other men because he was afraid. 





| of them containing only one mem- 





| 


“pio- | 
neering,” 
just to the society 





CHANGE, CHANGE, CHANGE... 


(There is no telling how much 
civilizing work J. Frank Dobie’s 
writing has done among the peo- 
ple of the state. His weekly col- 
umn on the King Canute clubs, 
for instance; a column which he 
has expanded’ for the Observer. 
Its germaneness to the debate now 
proceeding in our columns on. 
what a liberal is needs but a men- 





tion.—Ed.) 
AUSTIN 
I have belonged to a good many | 
King Canute Clubs in my lifetime, 
none organized and the majority 





ber. King Canute resented change 
and was ignorant of the processes | 
of evolution. He tried to keep the| 
tide from coming in by having it| 
lashed with whips. Long after the | 
safety razor had become popular, 
I continued using an old-time} 
strap and razor blade. Sometimes 
while strapping my _ razor and) 
scraping the hair off my face in 


I noticed users of electric 


as the missionaries. And he was a} Curiosity. I was too strong against | 


reactionary, as 
most frightened people. 

I consider myself a liberal, may- | 
be in a wishy washy, ineffectual | 
sort of way, judged by Charlie's | 
standards. But did I become a lib- | 
eral because of what my father | 
was? 

I can give Tommy a simple an- 
swer to that. Out of a family of | 
nine I am the only liberal. You} 
want to stop there, Tommy, or 
move on? 

I became that wishy washy lib- 
eral because of the influence of 
certain professors of economics 
and sociology at the University of 
Texas. Without that influence dur- 
ing my formative years. the 
chances are a thousand to one I 
would be as reactionary as my 
father was 

Charlie 
words I use, 


makes much of the 


claiming they 


cific meaning. He settles on the 


word “enlightened” as an illus- 
tration. I leave that kind of se- 
mantics to people who attend 


Great Books meetings. What does 
the word “good” mean, Charlie? 
If we refuse to accept certain well 
known meanings for words, then 
how do we proceed with any dis- 
cussion at all? 


T HAPPENS that the word “lib- 
eral” is more difficult to define 
clearly since it is used in so many 
areas of human activity—politics, 
race relations, economics, medi- 
cine, and even merchandising. 
At the moment there is a simple 
way to define a Texas liberal. He 


is a person who is opposed to 
cay Johnson. 
But that definition cannot be 


xpe ected to serve indefinitely, 
will undertake a broader one. 
A liberal is a person who 


so 


Has a desire to improve the 
lot of humanity 
» 


2. Is in favor of change if he be- 
lieves change will benefit human- 


3. Has no religious prejudice, al- 
though he may consider ministers 
an objectionable sub-species. 

4. Has no race or class prejudice. 

Has no prejudice against or- 
ganized labor 

6. Is socially adjusted to the ex- 
tent that he feels no strong urge 

(See foot of next column) 


are} Changing razors to care. Likewise,’ 


| 


I was fiercely opposed to the re-| 
placement of oilcloth curtains on) 
automobiles by hard tops and 
glass windows. If you ask why, | 
my answer is sheer ignorance and | 
mule-headedness. I was used to 
one way and didn't want another 
way intruding. I was as fiercely 
adamantine against a floor fur- 
nace in our house as I was against | 
glass windows in an automobile. 
Had I been reared in a cave I 
should certainly have been against 
a home fire that did not fill the 
shelter with smoke—would have 
used a club on any innovator try- 
ing to build a flue. 


Until I was gray-haired, I still 


considered it unmanly to drink 
tea. Why? Because I grew up with 


| men who drank coffee and did not 


are } 
| vague and flat and carry no spe-! 


| Grant look good. 


drink tea. It took me a long time 
to change to tea on occasion. My 
opposition was based on sheer ig- 
norance and prejudice. All preju- | 
dices are forms of ignorance. I re- 
member being disgusted with a 
man guest who sipped a glass of 
whiskey and water more slowly 
than a watched pot boils on a 
half-cold stove. Now I won’t drink 
whiskey any way but slowly, but 
I was for the old-time way of 
downing a slug at one gulp. What 
a barbarity! 

Recently my bank in Austin, a 
most excellent bank and most 
agreeable to me, printed my name 
on checks and gave me a number. 
I'm up in the neighborhood of 36 
million. I know there aren't that | 
many accounts in the bank, but 
I suppose they didn’t want to 
start with anything under 36 mil-| 
lion. I told my banker friend that 
I didn’t like this change a bit, that | 
I preferred old Ben Lilly’s way of | 
writing a check on a piece of| 
brown paper, on a shingle, or on| 
a piece of aspen bark. He said if 





| this 


| ters 


I wanted to write a check on a 
write scornfully of those winged 
liberals. 

Some day we will realize that it 
is not necessary for a person to 
attend precinct conventions or 
carry a banner to be a liberal. All 
he needs do is be one. He doesn’t 
have to do a damn thing for the 
CAUSE. He just wears his wings 





comfortably—and, oddly, he can | 


not keep from influencing others, 
no matter how quietly he lives. 


] 


shingle, the bank would cash it. | 


Now I find that signing a check 
with my name already printed on 


it and with a number under the} 
Signature does not subtract any) 


more from my bank balance than 
signing a shingle would subtract. 
Perhaps resentment of change in 
instance was _ resentment 
against the increasing mechaniza- 
tion of life. 


I knew a woman who. after 
moving from Bee County to 
Uvalde County wouldn't have her 
shoes shined in the town she 


not what they say. The “daily 
bread” item in public prayer is 
obsolete, but the prayer won't be 
amended. 

Change, change, change. The 
fact that tens of millions of well- 
fed people have ceased to cry out 
of empty bellies to God for bread 
means that the farmer is receding 
aS a power in economics and gov- 
ernment. Laws in an attempt to 
keep him dominant will prove as 
futile as were laws passed earlier 
in this century to prevent auto- 
mobiles from frightening horses 
off the road. 


HEAR PEOPLE constantly talk- 
ing about how the morals of 


| the country are going to the bow- 


moved to. She would mail them} 


back to a shoe-shiner in Beeville 


]. Frank Dobie 








to get the only kind of shine that 
would do her. She was against 
change. I heard of an Englishman 
of about 1900 who took a dying 
stand against his wife and daugh- 
over the installation of a 
bathtub in the house. He was used 
to taking a bath in a washtub, 
servants bringing in water to fill 
it. It was placed in his own room. 
He swore he couldn't bear the 
idea of taking a bath in a tub 
used by other people. His wash- 
tub was reserved for his private 
use. A change in cleansing habits 
was for him a matter of life and 
death. 


HE GREAT MAJORITY of peo- 
ple in this country have by 
now been trained not only to ac- 


cept but to clamor for new gad-! 


gets and new models of old ones. 
Comparatively few want new 
ideas. 


Meantime the great clock ticks 
on at an increasingly accelerated 
rate. Until steam supplanted sail, 
there had for centuries been little 
change in ocean transportation. 
The farmer who plowed in A.D. 
1500 was using the same plow that 
the farmer of 1200 A.D. used. 
There have been more changes in 
farming since the advent of the 
tractor than there were in centur- 
ies preceding. Such changes be- 
token other changes and cause still 
more changes. A single man with 
machinery can now cultivate may- 
be twenty times as much land as 
a single man could cultivate in 
1860. In a recent issue of “The 
New Republic,” that excellent 
weekly of thought and fact, an ar- 
ticle entitled “Who Are Those 


| Farmers?” contains the following 


to punish or cheat other people. 
7. Believes Nixon is a dope. | 
8. Thinks Eisenhower is making | 


This definition is broad enough 
to fit the winged liberals as well | 
as the horned liberals. And it is| 
unfair and unsound of Charlie to | 


| 
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idea: “In the fatness of today, the 
| city dweller’s prayer is less likely 
| to be for his daily bread than for 


inal ideas are always simple—so 
simple that one wonders why they 
are so rare. Millions of people in 


| strength to stick to his diet.” Orig- | 


America and in some other coun- | 


tries go on calling aloud upon God 


| every Sunday to “give us this day | dom in Action conferences, 
January a 1960. | our daily bread.” Comparatively | knows the costs of statewide cam- 


wows. The son of an old-time 
cowman invited me by letter the 
other day to a meeting at which 
we good people would drink whis- 
key, get logged, on barbecued 
meat, roll up our eyes, and la- 
ment the passing of those times 
when “a man’s word was as good 
as his bond.” Living right now, 
I am confident, are just as many 
men whose words are as good as 
their bonds as ever lived. I know 
several of them. Numerous young 
people of both sexes around me 
are a tonic to life and a golden 
promise for the future. Anybody 
familiar with human records must 
know that from the times when 
writing began until now, lament- 
ers have moaned over the wors- 
ening of society. 


Of course, things are terrible, 
but I doubt very much if they are 
more terrible than they were 
when knighthood was in flower 
and most citizens were serfs, or 
than they were when the church 
was so strong that heretics were 
burned for not being orthodox, or 
than they were when people were 
put in prison for debt, or when 
women scrubbed floors on their 
hands and knees, or when preach- 
ers all over the South proved by 
the Bible that slavery was or- 
dained by God. There is a sicken- 
ing amount of religiosity with us 
now, but the hypocrites always 
with us and always thriving on 
minds made credulous by ortho- 
dox theology probably do not com- 
prise a higher per cent of the pop- 
ulation than they comprised in 
the last century, though they got 
somewhat on the dodge during 
the century before that—the cen- 
tury of Franklin, Jefferson, Paine, 
and Voltaire—the century that 
aimed to usher in the Age of Rea- 
son. 

Well, it's wonderful to realize 
that man is a part of evolving na- 
ture and not isolated from it like 
some imagined God. It’s wonder- 
ful to reflect that during milleni- 
ums of changes the species while 
losing its tail has gained a little in 
brain power. The hope of the race 
lies in evolution. May we never 
run out of what Goldsmith called 
“the knack of hoping”! And here's 
to change—including the kind that 
clinks! 


West Says Wilson 
Needs $1,500,000 


ABILENE 
Dick West, Dallas News political 
writer and a participant in Free- 
well 


|few of them are as much con- | paigns for governor, which are 


automobile, a television set, 
some other machine. I venture 
that more people in the United 
States are concerned with reduc- 
| ing than with getting something 
| to eat. Concern over daily bread 
| used to be common. Now for the 
vast majority of English-speaking 
people the daily bread is taken 
for granted along with water and 
air, though people work for it. 
Prayer is what people wish for, 











| cerned with the next meal as with| seldom reflected in the sums the 
| the next installment due on an| candidates 


themselves __ report. 

or| West, on his WFAA broadcast 
Jan. 3, speculated that if Atty. 
Gen. Will Wilson runs against 


Gov. Price Daniel, the total cost 
will be about $2,200,0000 for both 
candidates. 

He figured Daniel “might be 
able to make the race on $700,000 
or less,” but as the challenger of 
the ineurnbent, “Wilson would 


have to spend nearly $1,500,000 to 


unseat Governor Daniel,” he said. 
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How I Spent MY Christmas Holidays 


| the shock and dope pill had worn 
| off and I found out that my union 
would pay the bills and that, 
Brackenridge is a charity hospital | 
anyway. They try their best to 
a secret—don’t want | 


hospitals. My trouble was bruised | 
muscles and kidney, as I said, 
and I was admitted because I live 
alone and there’s no one to wait 
on me, movement being mainly 


station, and asked the 
for written permission to 
as far as I had gone by the 
time I got back to my bed. I was 
asking permission to visit the Ne- 


was staying home, and the nurse’s 
in Burnet told me some things, doctor 
and I have big ears) and by ask-! go 
ing questions, I was in ba 

because in most hospita é 


(“An official medical inves- 
tigation of hospitals turns up 
shocking evidence that pa- 
tients are being mistreated,” 
reported Look Magazine in a 


“Report on Hospitals” early | keep this what gave me bad pain. They/a conspiracy of silencs far ; gro section of the hospital. He 
in 1959. Some of the summar- you taxpayers, who support it,| were giving me muscle relaxer! the patient is concerned ismissed me with, “Why don't 
ized criticisms: “... a patient laying on their leg. This irritated| pills four times a day and pain| what is wrong with |} hat' you act like a patient for a 
has no name”; “patients are | the doctor because since doctors! pills every three hours on re-| kind of pills he’s being fed, h change? If you can walk that far, 


quest. All my dope pills wore off 
during thé night while I was a- 
sleep, so, by the time morning 
came, movement was rather pain- 
ful, and morning was when I had 
to make most of my movements. 


temperature, pulse, etc the 
other things I've beer 
about—I don’t know 

the time of day and the 
outside 
tient (and he sure hi: 
considered a 
three-year-old kid, hy 

woman, dope fiend, anc 


stored like raw material in 
neat white beds”; “it is not 
unusual for patients to be 
awakened to take a sleeping 
pill’; “patients are forbidden 
to know the most common- 
place details about them- 
selves.” From a more personal 
point of view, the Observer 
prints an unofficial unmedi- 
cal investigation of Bracken- 
ridge Hospital in Austin.—Ed.) 


looks like you're ready to be sent 
home now!” which seemed like a 
veiled threat to me at the time 


e 4 ¢ nurses 


|never have any money worries | 
anyway, with their HIGH IN-| 
COME, he couldn't for the life of | 
him understand why money | 
should even enter into it. Showed | 
I was probably one of those ne’er- | 
do-wells who are in favor of So- 
cialized Medicine, which I am. 


I asked the guy 


THIS TIME I had managed 
to get one of the easier-going 
to bring me a hot 
put against my 
ide, even though it wasn’t writ- 
Cicher and only God kr ten down. The applied heat kept 
else. Hospital person: the pain down, so I needed fewer 
posed to treat him as If pain pills (less of a suspected ad- 
ever get treated any jict which I tried, subtly 

any hospital, likely eithe: ot so subtly, to emphasize to the 


or not. In st 


latent aides 


water bottle to 


At 7 a.m., the girl came around | 
in admissions| t0 take my temperature, pulse, 
‘if it would be going against any | ¢tc., which woke me up, and I had 
' segregation policies of the hos-|t® urinate (a movement). Then | 
pital if I was put in the same room| they would bring me my break- 
as my friend, and he said the hos- | fast and crank me up to eat (a 
pital was unsegregated, if it was | hip movement). Then I would get 


and 


AUSTIN 


Christmas morning I became asiniaaal sateen , e 

; € , all right with my doctor it was/| UP, walk to the bathtub, take a/| dividual involved 1urses. As part of my exercise I 

immortal, part of the holiday ac-, . : ' vas filling my own wate tcher 
; ; fine with him. So I asked my doc- bath and soak in the hot water,' the rules or is humaz vas Tiling my own water pitcner 
cident rate, along with two Negro ; nd going to the toilet. I was be- 
: , | tor. He at least played it a little and walk back to bed (more disregard some of and going to the touet, 1 was be 
friends. We flipped over one ; ; ‘ . ; nning ¢ make friend ith 
: straighter with me. He said he| Movements). By this time, us-| the only way I co Einning to lake rengs wit 

time, I think. One of the guys | ; : i me of the humans’. working 
; ; would rather keep all his patients | Ually about 8 or 8:30, apparently,| a worse patient would m at iumans orking 

just bruised his shoulder and 1, : ; : there. some even liked my jazz 
didn’ ; edi | together so he wouldn’t have to according to the schedule, my | if I had finally flipped sates som en ilkead My jazz 
idn’t require much medical care, nd asked me to keep my door 


cver all this bull and 
down the hall with a: Vel pe 


pills would arrive to keep me) 
from having pain while lying still 


go running all over the building 


but the driver and I needed to ; - 
|and that all his patients were up 


2n so they could hear it, much 


pig ceuek a Pent on four where I was, except one,| the rest of the day. By — you chopping away at ¢ +} re bag ve hee Fir 
: __ | who was down close to my friend,| could touch my side with a everything in sight ers, So it’s a good thing I had 
needed a bunch of stitches in his Ie Ped .| feather and I would i ritten most of this article, be- 
head and I don’t know what else.| *"4 that it was the policy of the fir. eh | GAREY the doct oe f didn't eave anaes Gall 
: ‘eat ao hia & tee deel hospital not to put a white and a the building. I used to work in a} ‘ er are . n't ste en Us — e 
. J ' Negro in the same room and a_ hospital so I understood how un- and told me | ip energy left to write nasty notes 
some muscles on my left side and whole bunch of other baloney Changeable their systems are. Be- | and walk around, get X- on the suggestion card they give 
mney. ’ about segregating the patients in Sides that, I had had several visi- | €™¢!S¢. When he can + had you to fill out when you leave, to 
baane reyes coment snee 4 different parts of the hospital ac- tors with beards, Negro visitors; S°™© jazz playing sof i he do your part in improving the 
ae Se ee oF een We! cording to what's wrong with,I had a record player and some| PUt on an irritate ystem: (Have you been in a hos- 
mat wines pe a Soe Sate oar but all the Negroes must, jazz sides in the room; and on turned it down all the wa aying pital before? Yes 
a long wait for the ambulance to have had the same trouble during| ™y chart, under occupation, was he couldn't hear what ia it eet. Mat 


ing. Then we talked 

ent things, in a_ stiffe 

than usual, while th ttle- 
ax, my nurse, stood back and JAKE JACOBSON 
sternly surveyed the ith ~ = —— 
hands on hips and 


come from there. One of the guys 
looked like he might be dying, 


written, “coffee maker,” so _ I 
know I was probably suspected of 
being a dope fiend (those pains in 
the morning weren’t from move- 
ment but from withdrawal symp- 


| Christmas holidays, because they | 


bleeding all over the place and were all together on two. Then he 


everything, so the ambulance | °t ae ar feet Sd he ae 
tried, unsuccessfully, to leave us) ~~ — = eo 6 — 
at a small hospital we passed, but some big segregation-integration 


it another hospital? Yes.) 


: y : argument. I was tired of fighting| toms), or, at least, disliked by the 
er ae a eemeghy, thy then and didn fel ike ar| BGs, So—ifT was going to get, ook on her fo A PORTENT 
we went on to the hospital in Bur- guing. Like, what's the use? I had ~~ 7 a ee = _— = As soon as the d AUSTIN 
just been asking anyway. spite of the system—drastic meas-| this time, I got out : 
net, where we were X-rayed. (To anes wees eiliet Ger. & went % Negroes have been systematic- 


only my night cl 

ally, and asked the 

standing guard ther 

akimbo, if, while I was exercising 


While I was still planning to 
stay home, the doctor had told 
me 30 aspirin tablets in 24 hours 
wouldn’t hurt me, but since he 


lly excluded from juries in Mar- 
and Harrison County—one 
of the capitals of the Old South 


get a minimum of one picture 
from one angle, four X-rays were 
necessary between us, and exactly 


God and he wrote on my chart to 
give me my pills early in the 
morning. I knew this wouldn't 


shall 











four were taken. Because we ae - ; : : or - This is the conclusion of the Court 
ties dad anil Ges oe neglected to specifically write this| do it and it didn’t. The following | could walk dow: C ae i “ag ' ‘ i . 
9) ; : : +a : et! of Criminal Appeals, whic ed- 
was sewed up with nylon stitches, |" ™Y chart, the nurse said I def- morning I didn’t get my pills un-| visit my friend, ab lig — 
‘as sew , 3 * ica ‘ nest nesday threw out the conviction 
rtly sect a local deadening aiiely eoultn’ Deve any a =m. ee ee a eo d 99 ntenc n Marshall 
j | ‘ : , ana yy-year sentence in Marsndil 
— | and that’s that! I had a choice of the nurses mad by going over her and back, using ths : , x 
the pain because the doctor said; | ied f an East Texas Negro for raping 
7 writing it on my chart and wait- Nneada. an angry voice, 
he had run out of it; we were. 5 i’ a white woman The court noted 
e i , ‘ |ing until the doctor returned the “You'll have to get 
given pain pills. For all this, the| : Since I wasn’t supposed _ to ; evidence produced by the defense 
: ‘ |next day or so, or eating bootleg : written permission to that 
doctor working most of Christ-| a : move and it hurt, anyway, I that although half the citizens of 
2 |aspirin, smuggled into the hos- : 'and before you ¢g£ ywhere ‘ ‘ 
mas day on us, the bill came to| ~ buzzed the nurse every time I f the county are Negroes, no Negro 
| pital. . ’ you'll have to put re ; 
only $104. Then the ambulance | wanted my water pitcher refilled alia: die. Sats has served on a grand jury there 
: on, we're Ir 
took us back to Austin, to Brack- | WAS A MISFIT in many ways or my urinal emptied. Just by PN A OT at least 20 years. 
; ‘ ‘ olony around 
enridge Hospital, for only $25, be-| © jin the complex and unchange- knowing as much as I did about eeaencs a a a a 
cause he had charged us $20 from | able systems and schedules held my case (the doctor told me a_| I took her kind p THE TEXAS OBSERVER 
the wreck to Burnet, more than| sacred by the bureaucracies of|lot about it when he thought I|)a dressing gown, went to the Page 7 mene Se 
$1 a mile. (We got to take all —— iacteaniiae ie : ) 
. NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS appear before the 126th District; Court of T inty, Texas, to! county in the City of Austin, Tra- 
these rides in a hearse, by the LEGALS ne Se { Estate of ng Travis we Texas, to| be held house of said vis County, Texas, at or before 10 
. shi : obe: , entz, Deceased e held at the courthouse of said' county ir it of Austin, o'clock A. M. of the first Monday 
way, which sort of added to the CITATION BY PUBLICATION Notice is hereby given that Orig-| county in the City of Austin, Texa efore 10 o'clock] after the expiration of 42 days 
humor.) THE STATE OF TEXA inal Letters. of Administration | Travis County, Texas, at or be-|A. M. of first Monday after| from the date of issuance hereof; 
s | 
. To Thomas Melvin Ricketson,| Upon the estate of Robert B.|fore 10 o'clock A. M. of the first the ex f4 ays from the/| that is to say, at or before, 10 
Since none of us had been able! nefendant. in the hereinafter| Wentz, Deceased, were issued to| Monday after the expiration of 42 date of reof; that is|o’clock A. M. of Monday the 8th 





;me, the undersigned, on the 22nd| days from the date of issuance, to o'clock | day of February, 1960, and answer 





j Styled and numbered cause: sa 10 
to afford a regular doctor in the oo are hereby commanded tu | —~ ot yar nee — in the pro- pee sy is . say, st Pag A. M lst day of|the petition of plaintiff in Cause 
. 7 ; .| appear before the 126th District| ceding indicated below my signa- o'clock A. } of Monday the! Febrt the! Number 116.396, in which Muriel 
oo we ee aangees cuchare Court of Travis County, Texas, to| ture hereto, which is still pending,| 25th day of January, 1960, and petit e| Virginia Rawlings is Plaintiff and 


Oscar Leon Rawlings is defendant, 
| filed in said Court on the 21st day 
of December, 1959, and the nature 


answer the petition of plaintiff in| Number 1 
Cause Number 116,314, in which 
C. W. Blackmon is Plaintiff and|C. Capps 


and that I now hold such letters. 
All persons having claims against 
said estate, which is being admin- 


All three of us got different ones, 
and I think I got a very good one, 


be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, Tra- 
yis County, Texas, at or before 10 








o'clock A'M. of the first Monday| istered in Travis County, are|I.O. Blackmon is defendant, filed) said C i of which said suit is as follows 
as far as doctors go. The trouble after the expiration of 42 pod hereby required to present the|in said Court on the llth day of | Dec ; the of| Being an action and prayer for 
from the date of issuance hereof: | same to me respectively, at the| December, 1959, and the nature! which sa judgment in favor of plaintiff and 


is, doctors are a rather reaction- 
ary part of our American society, 


against defendant for decree of 
the bonds of 


of which said suit is as follows 


address below given, before suit 
Being an action and praver for 


that is to say, at or before, 10 o’- 
the 


clock A.M. of Monday the 8th day divorce dissolving 


upon same are barred by 





























P er the | general statutes of limitation, be-| judgment in favor of Plaintiff and I € matrimony heretcfore and now 
as any fool can plainly see who rab > coca eiaintitt og fore such estate is closed, and — yore tt ae a eee of the bonds of} existing between said _ parties; 
: 277, i shich Ruby | Within the time prescribed by law.| divorce dissolving the bonds ot re and now! plaintiff alleged that defendant 
just takes a casual glance at the ioe acted is Plaintiff and a —- is P.O. Box ee. or and — aid parties;|commenced a course of unkind, 

j D 5 .| 26, San Marcos, Texas. Dated this} existing between said parties; De- said mar-|harsh and tyrannical conduct 

AMA. The AMA — the medical Fe oar filed in pag ed on the | 23rd day of December, 1959. fendant began a course of unkind, f n Law/toward plaintiff and continued 
schools and arbitrarily limits the 31 day of August, 1959, and the GEORGE WENTZ, harsh and tyrannical conduct ff and defendant; with slight intermissions until 
P . nature of which said suit is as fol- Administrator of the Estate| toward plaintiff; that defendant d without co-| plaintiff and defendant separated; 

number of doctors by arbitrarily lows: of Rebest B. Wentz, deconsed, —. — 4 es — n f 2 period of more | plaintiff further alleges that de- 
—_ ing ¢ 0. 21,035, in the County | treatment and outrages towar alleges | fendant was guilty of excesses 
limiting the number of students A. BA ane peeeee Court of Travis County, Texas plaiatit? of such a nature as to . of their |cruel treatment and outrages 
: aaa f| os render eir further living {[o- ndant have | toward plaintiff as to render their 

whe cn enter medion ae Team ‘Gaabeinn the ‘hoon of NOTICE of Dissolution of Business| gether insupportable; Plaintiff ly Ray | living together insupportable; 
each year. This number is just} matrimony heretofore and now ex.|and Intention to Incorporate Firm| further alleges that no children n Sept. 6,! plaintiff further alleges that no 
: isting between said parties: Plain- | Without Change of Name | were born of this marriage, and ‘ alleges that| community property was acquired 

short of the need in order to keep | ji; alleges cruel treatment on the, Notice is hereby given that bus-| that no children were adopted by no ¢ rope was ac-/|as a result of their marriage. but 
heir i d status high part of Defendant towards her of|iness owned and operated by | them; Plaintiff alleges that no eun : g said marriage;|that three minor children were 
a oe oe — such nature as to render their fur-| James V. Cross, under the as-| community property was acquired | plaintiff prays for relief.| adopted by defendant_and plain- 
I guess this is as bad a spot aS| ther living together as husband| sumed name of Rio Grande Egg| during marriage to Defendant; gene i i tiff, namely, Michael Douglas, age 
‘ and wife altogether insupportable;|Company is to be terminated All of Which more fully appears A ¢ re fully appears |12 ‘years, Oscar Leon, Jr. age 9 

any to mention the status heir-| pjaintitt further alleges that no| within thirty (30) days from date | from Plaintiff's Original Petition | from |} tiffs Original Petition| years, Guy Dennis, age 4 years 
: : children were born of said union| or as soon thereafter as is practi- | on file in this office, and which on f ffice, and which! and that said children are now 

archy in hospitals. Doctors are the | and that no necessity exists for|cal. All debts due said business | reference is here made for all in-| referer e made for in-| with and in custody of defendant 
j " ioni ny commun-| are to be paid, and those due from | tents and purposes, tents and ses and plaintiff prays that custody 
same as God, nurses are right un ity ome Plainutt’ further | the same discharged at 110 North; If this citation. is not served) If this ation is not served | of said children be awarded to the 
| within 90 days after date of its hin 9 after date of its| defendant; plaintiff further prays 


der God. Most other employees 
are, more or less, peons, and, of 


prays for costs of suit and for 
general relief; 


All of which more fully appears 


| 18th Street, McAllen, Texas. 
Notice is hereby given that the 

said James V. Cross, d-b-a Rio 

Grande Egg Company intends to 


| issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 
WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR 








be returned un- 


MARTIN, JR.. | 


ifor relief, general and special; 
All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiffs Original Petition 


. ’ tion | = 
course, patients are the lowest, on tile in this celica sell te seuah incorporate after the ex isation of | Cert , a... — Courts of | cj¢ i Courts of| on file in this office, and which 
tan 4 j , : ll in-| thirty days from this date under} /ravis y: ' _| Tra Texas reference is here made for all in- 
theirs is not to reason why, theirs | reference a for all in-| the firm name of Rio Grande Egg| Issued and’ given under my) {; given under_ my | tents and purposes: 
is but to live or die. If this citation is not served| Company Inc., with principal of-| hand and the seal of said Court | han seal of said Court! If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its|fice and place of business in Mc- | at office in the City ¢ — at of Austin, | within 90 days after date of its is- 
issuance, it shall be returned un-| Allen, Hidalgo County, Texas. jthis the llth day of December, ¢h >. 1959. | suance, it shall be returned un- 
NYWAY, back to the story. : This notice is given under the | 1959. N, JR manned. 


Since I just had bruises and 
a mighty slim purse between my 
$1 an hour wage at the Cabaret- 





served. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at of- 
fice in the City of Austin, this the 





provisions of Article 1307, Ver- 
non’s Revised Civil Statutes of 
Texas, and is dated the 28th day 
ot December, 1959. 

JAMES V. CROSS 








O. T. MARTIN, JR 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
| Travis County, Texas 
| By A. E. JONES, Deputy 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 


TE 


CITATION 
iE ST 


weONn 





ty 


Count} Texas 
E. JONES, Deputy. | travis County, Texas 

BY PUBLICATION 

TE OF TEXAS 

I Rawlings De-| 


WITNESS, O. T. Martin, Jr 
|Clerk of the District Courts of 


Issued and given under my hand 
| and the seal of said Court at office 
in the City of Austin, this the 21st 


Espresso and the way that Bur-/ 53: day of December, 1959. CITATION BY PUBLICATION |THE STATE OF TEXAS fend e hereinafter styled | Gay of December, 1959 
net Hospital and underfaker had O. T. MARTIN, JR THE STATE OF TEXAS TO J. C. Capps Defendant, in| and r i cause — ©. T. MARTIN, JR 
P Clerk of the District Courts, TO I. O. Blackmon Defendant, | the hereinafter styled and num- ¥ eby commanded to Clerk of th District iiss 
hit us, I would not enter the hos- Travis County, Texas. |in the hereinafter styled and! bered cause: appe the 126th District | ge Seg hacen A 
: pa By GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy | numbered cause: You are hereby commanded to| Court s County, Texas, to| avis y, 
pital until the next day, when You are hereby commanded to' appear before the 126th District! be held urthouse of said By A. E. JONES, Deputy 














‘Individualism Is Only Part of Our Heritage’ 


Let Mr. 
gets that offer. 

John R. Landin, 
Dallas. 


Sir: It is disgusting to see the 
liberties taken by such organiza- 
tions as the Texas Bureau for Eco- 
nomic Understanding in the area 
of the social sciences. When deal- 
ing in mathematics, chemistry, 
physics, or any of the other ma- 
terial or natural sciences, accur- 
acy is demanded, but not so in the 
realm of human affairs. Any 
vested interest seems able, through 
control 
to capture 


a vast audience 


necessary in the “free 


left wing: 





of communication media, | 


pends upon economic opportunity, ; 
when economic organization has | 
eliminated the socially responsible | 


individual craftsmen, weak pas- 


sive government is nothing but a/| 


subsidy to the economically pow- 
erful elements in society which so 
profoundly affect the every-day 
life of all Americans. 


| 


The crusade carried on by the} 


T. B. E. U,, to be truly American, 
should be concerned with careful 


Of| study of existing problems in 
course the reactionary element is| 


housing, education, natural re- 


| . 
market} sources, and the U. S. world posi- 
place of ideas” to moderate the} 
however, let us not be | 


tion. These investigations should 
be carried on by students of repu- 


so gullible as to believe that T.B./ tation rather than by businessmen 


E. U 
Americanism 


} 
The United States was born in} 


revolution and has _ progressed 
through social and economic evo- 
lution. American civilization is a 
product of change, not formalized, 
spread-eagle dogma which can be 
seen in previous cultures as the| 
death-knell of mobility, progress, | 
and enlightenment 

These “Americans” of T.B.E U.| 
Jeffersonians. Let | 
(apparently they 


this political | 


call themselves 
us investigate 
have done | 
philosophy. As any average stu-| 
dent of U. S. history can testify, | 
Jefferson took office in 1801 es-| 
limited government, re- 
of armed forces, state 
rights, and an agrarian-oriented | 
economy. Being of the most 
principled and erudite of Ameri- 
can statesmen, he soon found that 


not so) 


pousing 
duction 


one 


national problems call for na- 
tional, concerted action. It was 
during the Jeffersonian period 


that the constitution was stretched 
to provide for the purchase of 
Louisiana; the National Bank was 
allowed to continue; the Embargo 
was passed. Right-wing Jefferson- 
ians cried in that their 
leader had abandoned his initial 
goal of decentralization 


TBEU. forgets 
the Confederation 
competitive states 
government next 
Also forgotten 
of the present U. S. Constitution— 
for strengthening the 
central government. A study of 
the type of individualism peddled 
by T.B.E.U. will reveal that is has 
been the “rugged individual” who 
has succumbed t exigencies 


anger 


period of 
when 


the 
jealous, 
national 


made 
+e impossible 
tO iImpossibDie 


is the raison d'etre 


necessity 


the 
of modern economics 

Most important of T.BE.U 
displays a gross ignorance of the 
relation of economic and _ social 
circumstances to the processes of 
government necessary to affect 
the goal of American society—the 
protection, welfare, and opportun- 
ity of the citizen. Jeffersonian De- 
mocracy, for a short time, worked 
or was at least utilized. When 
Americans lived in the frontier 
element, removed from the seats 
of government and from an- 
other, localism was forced upon 
them. An open expanse of land al- 
lowed us to turn from social prob- 
lems and rely on the “escape 
valve” of western migration to rid 
communities (there is dispute on 
the efficacy of this “valve”) of the 
dissidents. This is no longer pos- 
sible. Even during the early fron- 
tier days cooperation was neces- 
sary. Cabin-raisings, militia drills, 
farm and social organizations, and 
camp meetings testify to the fact 
that individualism is only part of 
our heritage. 

We live today in an entirely dif- 
ferent world than did the original 
Jeffersonians. Industrialism, ur- 
banism, suburbanism, 


I 
ail, 


yne 


and its teacher “training” is| 


should recommend better atten- 
| tion to the needs of the electorate. 
| 


who have a few platitudes to dis- 
pense. The crusade should not call 
for less activity by a democratic- 
ally controlled government, but 


A society based on what the 
T. B. E. U. calls Americanism 
would, I suppose, be one without 
the federal income tax, FTC, ICC, 
FCC, REA, Pure Food and Drug 
Act (once considered socialistic), 


RM TUR 


and so on. We might return to the 
“good old days” when the Su- 
preme Court enacted by decision 
the social Darwinian theory of 
“root, hog, or die’’ in accordance 
with “right of contract” and “due 
process.” Envision the United 
tates in the 20th Century consti- 
tuted politically as it was before 
the Hamiltonian means of central- 
ization was geared to the Jeffer- 
sonian and Jacksonian ends of a 
capable, potentially intelligent, 
sovereign majority. This picture 
should convince even the most de- 
luded that the T.B.E.U. cannot as 
much as define Americanism 
T.B.E.U. evidently has little 
faith in the ability of the Ameri- 
can people to select those national 
representatives who are instructed 
to perform as statesmen in the 
interest of the United States 
rather than as feudal delegates, 
speaking for a particular manor 
It would be interesting to see Mr. 
Jefferson's reaction to the West 
Texas teacher “training” program 
I dare say he would today be as- 
tonished to view his salient qual- 
ity, flexibility, prostituted by T. 
B. E. U. and the “educators” who 
support it 
Robert W 
St., Victoria 


Shook, 1806 Travis 


Salutary Hot-Housing 


Sir: Ever since I heard Mr 
Truman speak in Dallas last year, 
I have been concerned about what 
constituted “hot house liberals.” 
Apparently we now have our an- 
swer, for some of them must have 
been in attendance at the party 
Tom Sutherland went to in Dal- 
las (Obs. Dec. 18, '59)—I wish I 
knew which ones they were. Both 
your editorial (“Hot Houses” ibid.) 
and Mr. Sutherland’s article 
should have a salutary effect in 
Democratic circles in Texas. 

David R. Richards, Attorney, 
1610 National Bankers Life Bldg., 
Commerce & Ervay, Dallas. 


Tripe 

Sir: Mr. Charles Ramsdell will 
be hired away from you muy 
pronto by the Dallas News. His 
hackneyed expressions about 
Mexicans and Mexico will make 
him a doll (a real doll) among the 


tional leadership, depletion of nat-| to eat some of my words—I told a 


interna-| big press boys. I am going to have | 


ural resources, and scores of other| large number of people that you | 
problems face us. Many of these| did not print such tripe as “The | 
difficulties were unknown to early Lucky Cow of Tututepec.” We get 
19th Century Americans. In the | enough (more, more) of this stuff 
20th Century passive government| from the other papers, movies, | 
is not liberal as it was when the| and TV. Please do not add to it. | 
trend away from mercantilism 
was championed by Adam Smith. 
Today, .when political liberty de- 








THE TEXAS OBSERVER 
January 8,T999 | 
D6 





Page 8 


Ramsdell go—when he 


1715 Alaska, 


‘Sales Tax Twins 


Sir: Well, I see that the “Gold | 
Dust Twins” of sales taxism are} 
in action. Ben Ramsey has sail 
nounced for lieutenant governor—| 
wants to be Czar over the Texas 
State Senate and try to force) 
through his cute little general | 
sales tax that his packed tax study | 
committee is sure to bring in... 
The other twin, Waggoner Carr, | 
is out for attorney general. 

John R. Covey, Sr., Rt. 2, Box! 
277, Snyder. 


Faith from Foreign State 


Sir: It is reassuring to read of 
the support given by Kenneth 
Carey for the separation of church 
and state, but I wonder if he isn't 
assuming too much for his fel- 
low churchmen. Firstly, he is 
right when he says that “a group 
in our society may support any 
proposal they wish,” but when 
most religious groups have moral 
reasons to support a law they ar- 
rive at these reasons in a demo- 
cratic manner and independent of 
any foreign body. Catholics do not 
have these privileges; their morals 
are set for them by foreign 
state, and Protestants feel uneasy 
about this situation. 

Secondly, Mr. Carey says that 
Catholics have to conform only in 
faith and morals. This is true, but 
they have never to my knowledge 
defined this term. Catholics have 
no constitution to protect them 
from the Church, as we have to 
protect us from the State. Their 
concept of “faith and morals” is 
like my grandmother's taffy—it 
can stretch all over the place, de- 
pending on how powerful the 
Church is 

Thirdly, Mr. Carey rightly says 
that the Catholic Church was way 
ahead of most everyone on inte- 
gration, but not for just the rea- 
that he gives. One strong 
reason was that the Church could 
not support two separate school 
systems where there were few 
Negro Catholics. In areas such as 
New Orleans where there are 
many Negro Catholics there has 
been no integration, much to the 
sorrow of their liberal minded 
Archbishop. I furthermore doubt 
the average Catholic is any 
more tolerant than the average 
Protestant. 

Because I differ with Mr. Carey 
on these points doesn’t mean that 
I'm opposed to a Catholic presi- 
dent, because I believe that a 


a 


sons 


if 





Catholic should be able to be 
president. Sen. Kennedy might 
make an excellent president, but 
I would want to be convinced that 
he really thinks for himself on 
matters of faith and morals. 

Don Norton, 323 Timberlane, 
San Antonio 9. 


Catholic Doctrines 

Sir: . Consider part of Mr. 
Carey's letter (Obs. Jan. 1). “Cath- 
olics owe no allegiance outside the 
United Siates, if we are speaking 





of man and his laws. I doubt that | 


this differs from the Protestant 
position. Catholic faith and mor- 
als, the only area in which the | 


| church asks conformity, have no 


bearing in this fake issue.” 
The strongest point to be made 
here is that the Catholic Church | 


| does require conformity of Catho- 


lics on matters it considers its 
province. If a Catholic considers 


| himself bound by Canon law and 


the dictates of the Church officials 
then there are a number of things 
he cannot decide for himself. 

Mr. Carey states that if we are 
speaking of man and his laws, 
then the Catholic owes no allegi-| 
ance outside the United States. 
This is not true. Canon law 1094 
declares the marriage of Catholics 
by American officials entirely in- 
valid. Which does the Catholic ac- 
cept, American law or Canon law 
in this case? Canon law 1118 makes 
it compulsory for every Catholic 
legislator in the United States to 
oppose liberalizing divorce laws. 

There is the situation in that 
what the Catholic Church consid- |, 
ers its province may extend be- 
yond “faith and morals,” as I see 
it. For example, I will quote here 
from the Manual of Christian Doc- 
trine of the Catholic teaching or- 
cer, the Brothers of the Chris- 
tian Schools, published in Phila- 
delphia in 1926 with the Imprima- 
tur of Cardinal Dougherty (1949 
edition, pages 132, 133, and 174): 


“Why is the Church superior to 
the State? 

“Because the end to which the 
Church tends is the noblest of all 
ends .. 

“What right has the 
virtue of this supremacy? 

“The right to annul those laws 
or acts of government that would 
injure the salvation of souls or at- 
tack the natural rights of citizens. 

“What then is the principal ob- 
ligation of heads of States? 

“The principal obligation is to 
practice the Catholic religion 
themselves, and, as they are in 
power, to protect and defend it . 

“When may the state tolerate 
dissenting worships? 


Pope in 


“When these worships have ac- 
quired a sort of legal existence 
consecrated by time and accorded 
by treaties or covenants. 

“May the state separate itself 
from the Church? 

“No, because it may not with- 
draw from the supreme rule of 
Christ .... 

“On what conditions are civil 
laws binding? 

“... That the legislating power 
has no law contrary to natural 
law, or to positive divine law; 
otherwise a civil law is entirely 
null, and should not be observed.” 

This work is a standard manual 
for training American Catholic 
high-school students in the funda- 
mentals of the Catholic faith. Here 
we see the idea that the Vatican 
has the right to annul the laws of 
the U.S., that the principal obli- 
gation of the president is to up- 
hold the Catholic religion, that the 
Church and State should not be 
separate, and that civil law is sub- 
ordinate to Church law. 

B. A. Younglove, 205 West 32nd, 
Austin. 


AT&T Downed Again 


Sir: I commiserate with Arden 

McNab’s telephone bell troubles. 
(See the Observer, Dec. 4, °59.) 
I, too, had a new baby, and even 
worse than waking me, the phone 
woke the baby. My phone, too, 
was an old-fashioned black kind, 
no control. 

I solved my problem even more 
simply, though. Having had pre- 
vious maddening, fruitless alter- 
cations with the phone company, 
I simply took a screwdriver, un- 
screwed the bottom from the 
phone, stuffed some paper around 
the bell, screwed the bottom back, 
and it was perfect. 

Later, when the repairman was 
there for something else, he 
looked the thing over and pro- 
nounced it perfect. (To save him 
30 lashes from the company, I 
won't give his name.) 

Sarah Shelby, 705 West 
Austin 5. 


Now, Then... 

Sir: By the instrument of the 
Observer I think you are doing 
a wonderful job for the general 
welfare the people of Texas 
and the nation. 

The Texas Observer is the only 
source of information I can get 
on the skullduggery that is go- 
ing on in Texas. 

Now if you will elect Dr. Aber- 
nethy of Lubbock to the U. S. 
Senate and Adlai Stevenson or 
Hubert Humphrey for president, 
I shall be very grateful to you. 

F. A. McLain, Lubbock. 


34th, 


of 





AUSTIN 

pit After we published “Gary's 

Dialogues” last November I 
received an indignant letter from 
a poll tax nemesis demanding 
equal time for her three children 
unless we gave some space to the! 
poll tax question, and frightened | 
by what fair play might lead to, 
I took my place at the poll tax 
drums. In this manner perhaps I | 
have set up a din beneath which | 
again can be heard the silently | 
working mind of my seven-year-| 
old boy. One evening during the 
holidays he sat beside me under 
a lamp; he was very grave-faced, 
his lips in a pout from his con- 
cern, his young brow furrowing, 
and said, 


Daddy, if there was a_ war, 
would I have to go? 

Well ... yes. 

I don’t think I'd go. I would 





sneak away. 

No, you woguldn't. 

Well, wouldn’t you? 

No ... If I had thought the war 
was necessary, I would have gone. 
Otherwise there are other things 
you can do. You can carry stretch- 
ers for the hurt, for example. 

But they can kill you then, too? 

Yes. 





I wouldn't go. I would sneak 
away. 

They would put you in jail. 

I would rather be in jail than 
in the war. Wouldn't you? 

I don't know. It would depend 
on the war. 

At least they'd feed you, 


everything. 


and 


If it was a necessary war, to 
defend a way of life you believed 
in, you should go. If not, you 
shouldn’t; it would be better to 


| be in jail than to go. But what- 


ever you did, you should do be- 
cause you believed in it; not be- 
cause you were afraid. I think. 


Um-hum. I sure hope there 
won't be any more wars. I would 
have to go, if I was a grown-up, | 
wouldn't I? 

Yes. 

I sure am glad I'm a little boy. 

So am I. 

(I stopped the talk at this point. 
After a while he came and sat 
on my lap. I asked,) 


Why are you thinking so much} 
about war? 

I don't know. I just am. Some- 
times I dream about war. 

What do you dream? 


bravest one in the war (‘he 
laughs). I sure do wish I was the 
bravest one in the world; I mean, 
the war. 

What else do you dream? 

Well, I dreamed that Todd and 
I were the only two who the bul- 
lets couldn't kill. 

Did you get shot? 

Yes. 

And it didn't kill you? 

No, I didn’t even feel it. Some- 
times I dream a great big bear 
and wake up “Mama! Mama!” And 
then I see it’s nothin’, only a 
dream. I wish there weren't 


dreams, don't you? 


No. 

Even bad dreams? 

Even thinking about bad things 
is better than not thinking at all. 

Sometimes (he laughs) I dream 
when I go down to the creek, rat- 
tlesnakes and moccasins and cop- 
perheads are all around me. 

Can you see the ground? 

No, all snakes. 

What do you do—run? 

Run, over the snakes, and I step 


/on the heads of the snakes! And 


I’m real scared. But I'd rather 


| have a bad bad bad bad bad bad 
| dream than be with snakes snakes 
Oh, once I dreamed I was the | snakes! 


R.D. 














